
CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   Planning Commission 
 
FROM:  Anne McIntosh, Director of Community Development 
 
THROUGH:  Laurie B Jester, Planning Manager 
 
BY:   Jason Masters, Assistant Planner 
 
DATE:  January 24, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: Proposed amendments to the Use Permit for the 900 Club for a change in 

hours of operation and changes to the Entertainment Permit requirements, 
for an Existing Restaurant/Bar at 900 Manhattan Avenue (900 Club and 
Downstairs Bar) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission conduct the public hearing, review the existing 
use permit and provide direction to prepare a Resolution approving with modifications and 
conditions amendments to Resolution  No. 14-0063 (Attachment A) as follows: 
 

1- Reinstate previously approved hours of operation, by increasing business operations by 
one hour on Thursday nights from 12:00 am to 1:00 am, and Friday and Saturday nights 
from 1:00 am to 2:00 am, and 

2- Increase the number of events that require an entertainment permit from 18 to 24 
annually. 

 
PROJECT BACKGROUND 
City Council Resolution No. 14-0063 (Attachment A) provides a complete summary of the 
background of the project. In 1995 a Use Permit for a restaurant/bar for the current operator was 
approved. From 2011 thru 2014 there were numerous violations, Code Enforcement proceedings, 
and then the Planning Commission conducted two public hearings through the Use Permit 
revocation process and adopted a Resolution modifying the existing Use Permit. At the February 
26, 2014 Planning Commission meeting the Commission received public input in support and 
against the subject business.  Both of the business owners and their representatives provided 
testimony and indicated their willingness to cooperate.  Representatives from the Police 
Department and the City Prosecutor were present at the meeting. Many of the public comments 
were in support of the current business, stressing the importance of the 900 Club as a community 
and family-oriented business.  The comments in opposition included use of the back door, noise, 
after hours operations, and nuisance issues including loitering, unruliness, and boisterous 
activities outside of the business.  After receiving public testimony, the Planning Commission 
felt that the conditions of the existing Use Permit should be modified to address the neighbors’ 
concerns and be in compliance with the City’s Noise Ordinance.   
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The Planning Commission decision was appealed to the City Council and after three public 
hearings and meetings, and having received significant public testimony, on October 7, 2014 the 
City Council adopted Resolution No. 14-0063 approving a modified and restated Use Permit that 
revised the conditions of approval for the site. The City Council included conditions limiting use 
of the back door, clarifying hours of operation, requiring security enforcement, regulating 
entertainment and special events, requiring noise mitigation measures, and specifying maximum 
occupancy numbers.  Condition 20 requires a one-year review at a noticed public hearing.  
 
On December 9, 2015, the Planning Commission held a Public Hearing for the one-year review 
of the subject Use Permit for the purpose of assessing whether there has been compliance with 
all conditions of approval as required under the approved Resolution.  At that time, the Planning 
Commission felt that the applicant had complied with all conditions of approval, and no further 
annual review, or conditions were warranted.   
 
Since that time, the applicant submitted a Use Permit Amendment to return to some of the hours 
which had been previously reduced by the City Council in 2014.  Specifically, the applicant is 
requesting increasing operating hours by one hour on Thursday nights from 12:00 am to 1:00 
am, and Friday and Saturday nights from 1:00 am to 2:00 am, in addition to proposed changes to 
the Entertainment Permit requirements including eliminating the neighbor notification 
requirements prior to all events, and increasing the number of events that require an 
Entertainment Permit from 18 to 24 annually.  The applicant would notify the Police and 
Community Development Departments, as required but would like to remove the requirement to 
notify residents in the immediate area as required by the conditions of approval.  
 
City Staff has worked with the applicant during the past two years to finalize the proposed 
amendments, and gather information regarding complaints or violations received. 
 
LOCATION 
The subject property is located at 900 Manhattan Avenue, the northeast corner of 9th Street and 
Manhattan Avenue.  It is located in Area District III and zoned CD, Downtown Commercial, as 
well as the properties to the north, south, and west, which are developed with retail, offices and 
restaurant uses.  The properties to the east and south east across Bayview Drive, are zoned RM, 
Residential Medium Density and are developed with single-family and multi-family residential 
units.  The existing multi-level building is currently a restaurant/bar (900 Club upstairs and 
Downstairs Bar downstairs) with live entertainment and an ABC Type 47 Full Alcohol 
Restaurant license.   
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DISCUSSION 
Proposed Conditions  (Exhibit B) 
The following is a summary of the revised conditions that were previously adopted to address 
the ongoing violations and neighbors’ concerns.   The attached City Council Resolution No. 14-
0063 provides the detailed language.  
 
Condition No. 1 
Proposed Hours of operation 
Hours of operation for the establishment shall be permitted as follows: 
Monday - Wednesday   11:00am to midnight- (no change) 
Thursday    11:00am to 1:00am- (one additional hour) 
Friday    11:00am to 2:00am- (one additional hour)  
Saturday   9:00am to 2:00am- (one additional hour)  
Sunday    9:00am to midnight- (no change)  
 
Existing Hours of operation 
Hours of operation for the establishment shall be permitted as follows: 
Monday - Thursday   11:00am to midnight  
Friday    11:00am to 1:00am 
Saturday   9:00am to 1:00am 
Sunday    9:00am to midnight 
 
Currently, at closing time, all areas of the business must be vacated.  All music turned off, and 
no sales, service or consumption of food or alcohol may occur.  Staff may remain on the 
premises for one hour after closing time.  “Last call” for food and drinks is 60 minutes prior to 
closing time and no sales or service of food or drinks, and all music is required to be off 30 
minutes prior to closing time.  The applicant is not requesting any change to this portion of the 
condition. 
 
Condition No’s. 9B and 10  Entertainment Permit and Special Events  
The 900 Club is required to submit an Entertainment Permit annually. The applicant is 
requesting that the number of Entertainment occurrences, which includes music, live 
entertainment, performers, and amplified sound, but not background music, be increased from 18 
to 24 days per year. Additionally, a maximum of 6 Special Events are allowed annually.  
“Special Events” are events of more than 50 people for which there is a contract for exclusive 
use of the second floor of the venue. If entertainment is proposed for a Special Event, the day of 
the Special Event shall be included in the maximum allowable 18 days of Entertainment per 
year.  
 
The Business Operator is required to  provide written notification of each entertainment 
occurrence to the Director of Community Development, the Police Department and each 
residence located on 9th Street between Highland Avenue and Manhattan Avenue and Bayview 
Drive between 9th Street and 10th Street, a minimum of 7 days prior to the Entertainment or 
Special Event. The applicant is requesting that they no longer be required to notify the 
neighbors, but retain City notification.   
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Compliance with Conditions  
Staff conducted a follow-up site visit on January 17, 2018 to verify compliance with the 
conditions of approval of the Resolution.  During the site visit, it was determined that the 
property owner remained in compliance with all conditions related to improvements on the site.   
 
The Business Owner has submitted the required Entertainment Permit over the past years, 
however, the Business Owner is also required to provide the City with written notification of 
“Entertainment” and “Special Events” respectively.  The City has no record of being notified of 
any such events.  Staff is not aware of receiving complaints related to any events if any did occur 
without prior notification.  Staff has requested that the applicant provide a list of the past years 
entertainment and events, however the list had not been received as of the distribution of this 
report.  
 
The Code Enforcement Officer has received two phone calls over the past two years from a 
neighbor who asserted that there have been several incidents of loud noise. The neighbor 
indicated that no one called the Police to complain and did not want to make any formal 
complaints, but wanted to inform the Code Enforcement Officer of the situation. 
 
Police Department Comments 
Since the Public Hearing for the one year review on December 9, 2015, the Police Department 
has responded to the 900 Club eight (8) times.  One call was related to a verbal argument inside 
the club, and two were noise disturbances.  The remaining five were unrelated to the club.  The 
calls did not indicate if the incident reported was upstairs or downstairs.  The Police are opposed 
to any changes on the site (Exhibit C).  
 
While the goal of the City is to not receive any complaints, the calls do not appear to show a 
pattern of noncompliance, and the number and type of incidents were not atypical or egregious. 
None of the incidents indicated that the establishment was operating after hours, although in one 
noise disturbance call, the establishment left the back door open around 12:30 am in violation of 
Condition No. 4 that requires the door to remain closed after 10:30 PM.. 
 
Public Comments  
A public notice for tonight’s hearing was published in the Beach Reporter on January 11th, and 
mailed to all property owners within a 500’ radius. As of the writing of this report, staff has received 
two phone calls expressing concerns regarding the subject Use Permit Amendment and one letter 
objecting to the revisions (Exhibit D). 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION 
In accordance with the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the 
Community Development Department found that the subject project would not have a significant 
effect on the environment because there is no expansion of use and therefore exempt per Section 
15301, Class 1. 
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CONCLUSION  
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission conduct the public hearing, review the 
proposed use permit amendments and direct staff to bring back a Resolution approving the 
proposed amendments to hours of operation, increased number of entertainment events per year, 
and uphold existing entertainment event notification requirements as provided for in the attached 
redline-strikeout document which provides a list of possible conditions of approval (Attachment 
B). The highlighted revisions are not recommended. 
 
EXHIBITS: 

A. City Council Resolution No. 14-0063 
B. Proposed redline strikeout conditions 
C. Police comments 
D. Neighbor comments 
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EXHIBIT B 

Proposed redline strikeout conditions- Planning Commission 1-24-18 

900 Club 

Condition No. 1 - Hours 
Hours of operation for the establishment shall be permitted as follows: 
Monday - Thursday Wednesday 11:00am to midnight 
Thursday 11:00am to 1:00am  
Friday 11:00am to 12:00am 
Saturday 9:00am to 12:00am 
Sunday 9:00am to midnight 
 
Condition No. 9 - Entertainment Permit 
A. The Business Operator must submit an entertainment permit application within 30 days 
of the date of the Resolution, and annually thereafter. 
 
B. The City may issue, issue with conditions, or deny the entertainment permit. In addition 
to the conditions that may be imposed, the entertainment permit shall contain the following 
additional conditions: entertainment is permitted only: (a) on the second floor; (b) on Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday, or on a day of a “Special Event” as defined in Condition 10; and (c) for no 
more than 18 24 days per year. The Business Operator shall provide written notification of the 
proposed Entertainment to the Director of Community Development ,and the Police Department 
and each residence located on 9th Street between Highland Avenue and Manhattan Avenue and 
Bayview Drive between 9th Street and 10th Street a minimum of 7 days prior to such 
entertainment. “Entertainment” means any activity involving music, including but not limited 
to live bands, one or more performers of music, or amplified radio or pre-recorded music but not 
including background music allowed by Condition 6 or non-amplified sound allowed by 
Condition 7. 
 
Condition No. 10 - Special Events 
A maximum of 6 Special Events are allowed annually. “Special Events” are events of more than 
50 people for which there is a contract for exclusive use of the second floor of the venue. A 
security guard must be on-site at all times during Special Events. If entertainment is proposed 
for a Special Event, the day of the Special Event shall be included in the maximum allowable 
1824 days per year for Entertainment, per Condition No. 9. The Business Operator shall provide 
written notification of each Special Event to the Director of Community Development, and the 
Police Department and each residence located on 9th Street between Highland Avenue and 
ManhattanAvenue and Bayview Drive between 9th Street and 10th Street a minimum of 7 days 
prior to such entertainment. 

EXHIBIT B
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