PUBLIC FACILITIES, RECREATION, AND MARCH 12, 2025
INFRASTRUCTURE COMMISSION

CONSENT CALENDAR
SUBJECT: TEMPORARY PUBLIC ART INSTALLATION BY BRANDON
VICKERD

PREPARED BY: ARTS DIVISION
Rebecca Ehemann, Arts Manager
Marcus Mitchell, Public Art Administrator

STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT:

The Commission will consider approving two locations for a temporary public art
exhibition titled Alouette by Brandon Vickerd at two City-owned parking lots located at
Plummer Park North Parking Lot (1200 N Vista St.) from May to October 2025 and Sunset
Spectacular Parking Lot (8775 Sunset Blvd.) from October 2025 to May 2026.

RECOMMENDATION:

Approve the exhibition of Alouette by Brandon Vickerd to be displayed at Plummer Park
North Lot from May to October 2025 and Sunset Spectacular Parking Lot from October
2025 to May 2026.

BACKGROUND / ANALYSIS:

On August 25, 2024, the Arts and Cultural Affairs Commission approved the temporary
art project proposal Alouette by Brandon Vickerd. The proposed artwork exhibition
locations include two City-owned parking lots to host this exhibition at Plummer Park
North Parking Lot and Sunset Spectacular Parking Lot. These locations were initially
vetted with the Facilities and Field Services staff for location availability and the City Clerk

staff for risk management analysis.

Alouette consists of a replica of the 1962 Canadian satellite ‘Alouette’ installed as if it has
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crash landed into a parked sedan. Alouette is an existing artwork and images of the
project are included in this application. The project Alouette is a metaphor for the failed
promise of a future of scientific advancement that was once heralded by modernism. The
sleek futuristic design of the crashed satellite, resting lifelessly on the crushed car, recalls
a modern-day lcarus whose faith in technology lead to his imminent demise as he fell
back to earth.

A donor car will be secured in West Hollywood and prepared for the attachment of the
satellite. The car will be incapacitated through the removal of the battery and fuel pump,
as well as the draining of all fluids (oil and fuel). Upon completion of the installation the
car will be locked, and a set of keys will be left with Arts Division staff for the duration of

the exhibition.

Brandon Vickerd is a sculptor whose site-specific interventions, public performances
and object-based sculptures act as a catalyst for critical thought and engagement with
the physical world. Purposely diverse, his studio work straddles the line between high
and low culture, acting as a catalyst for critical thought and addressing the failed
promise of a modernist future predicated on boundless scientific advancement. Whether
through craftsmanship, the creation of spectacle, or humor, the goal of his work is to
provoke the viewer into questioning the dominate myth of progress ingrained in Western
world views. Vickerd received his BFA from the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design
(1999) and his MFA from the University of Victoria (2001). He is Professor of Sculpture
at York University, where he also serves as Chair of the Department of Visual Arts and
Art History.

ATTACHMENT A — Brandon Vickerd, Alouette
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Brandon Vickerd
Alouette
May 3, 2025 — May 3, 2026

Artwork installed in Quebec City, 2018.

Alouette is a replica of the 1962 Canadian satellite ‘Alouette’ installed as if it has crash landed into a
parked sedan. Alouette is an existing artwork, image to the right.

The project is a metaphor for the failed promise of a future of scientific advancement that was once
heralded by modernism. The sleek futuristic design of the crashed satellite, resting lifelessly on the
crushed car, recalls a modern-day Icarus whose faith in technology lead to his imminent demise as he
fell back to earth.

A donor car will be secured in West Hollywood and prepared for the attachment of the satellite. The car
will be incapacitated through the removal of the battery and fuel pump, as well as the draining of all fluids
(oil and fuel). Upon the completion of the installation the car will be locked, and a set of keys will be left
with Arts Division staff for the duration of the exhibition.

The exhibition will be installed at Plummer Park North Parking lot from May to October 2025, Location A.
The artwork will then move to the Sunset Spectacular parking lot, 8775 Sunset Boulevard, for exhibition
from October 2025 - to May 2026, Location B.
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LOCATION A: PLUMMER PARK NORTH LOT
(May 3 — October 15, 2025)
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LOCATION B: SUNSET SPECTAULAR PARKING LOT, 8775 SUNSET BLVD.
(October 15, 2025 - May 2026)
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