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A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD, 
RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL DESIGNATE 
A PILLAR STRUCTURE COMMONLY KNOW AS “QUEENS 
ROAD GATE” LOCATED IN THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY 
ADJACENT TO 8459 SUNSET BOULEVARD, WEST 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA AS A LOCAL CULTURAL 
RESOURCE.  

The Historic Preservation Commission of the City of West Hollywood hereby 
resolves as follows: 

SECTION 1.  On August 30, 2022, Hollace Brown submitted an application to 
nominate a pillar structure in the public right-of-way adjacent to a parking lot located at 
8459 Sunset Boulevard as a designated cultural resource of the City of West Hollywood.  

SECTION 2.  A public hearing was called and noticed in accordance with the West 
Hollywood Municipal Code (WHMC) requirements as follows: publication in the Beverly 
Press and the West Hollywood Independent newspaper on January 19, 2023; by mailing 
a notice to the property owner and applicant; and posting bulletins at City Hall on January 
20, 2023. The Historic Preservation Commission held a public hearing on this matter at a 
special meeting on January 30, 2023.  

SECTION 3.  This request is categorically exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to section 15331 (Historic Resource 
Restoration/Rehabilitation) of the CEQA Guidelines which exempts projects that preserve 
historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings. Designation of this pillar structure will 
ensure that any future alterations are reviewed for conformance with the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards.  

SECTION 4.  On January 30, 2023, the Historic Preservation Commission held a 
duly noticed public hearing to consider the nomination.  The Commission reviewed the 
staff report and written evidence, and took testimony from interested parties.  Based upon 
the written and oral evidence submitted, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 
the following designation criteria apply to the subject property pursuant to Section 
19.58.050 of the West Hollywood Municipal Code: 

A. Exemplifies Special Elements of the City. It exemplifies or reflects special
elements of the city’s aesthetic, architectural, cultural, economic, engineering,
political, natural, or social history and possesses integrity of design, location,
materials, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association in the following
manner:

ITEM 11.A. EXHIBIT A
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3. It reflects significant geographical patterns, including those associated with 
different eras of growth and settlement, particular transportation modes, or 
distinctive examples of community or park planning. 

 
The pillar is associated with the history of development in West Hollywood. It is 
located at the eastern end of the Sunset Strip, a roughly 1.5-mile stretch of Sunset 
Boulevard that is considered one of the most storied commercial corridors in 
Southern California due in part to its longstanding association with the Hollywood 
entertainment industry.   
 
In 1906, a new 140-acre residential development named Hacienda Park was 
announced, bounded by present-day Sweetzer Avenue, Santa Monica Boulevard, 
La Cienega Boulevard, and Hollywood Boulevard. As part of the neighborhood’s 
development, Sunset Boulevard was extended. In 1923, sewer and gas lines were 
installed, and streets were being graded and named to encourage sales of 
residential lots, north of Sunset Boulevard. The pillar was constructed in 1924 as 
part of an marketing campaign for selling lots within the Hacienda Park Phase II. 
The pillar represents the last remaining aspect of the Hacienda Park advertising, 
which originally consisted of two pillars on either side of Queens Road forming a 
gate and a large billboard northwest of the pillars. The remaining pillar reflects 
geographical patterns of Sunset Boulevard expanding, which is associated with 
the Sherman and Adjacent County Lands era of growth and settlement identified 
in the City of West Hollywood Commercial Historic Resources Survey. 
 
The pillar represents an early period of development on Sunset Boulevard. The 
pillar retains its integrity of location, design, workmanship, and materials from the 
period of significance.  

 
B.  It has a unique location or singular physical characteristic or is a view or vista 

representing an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, 
or the city. 

  
The pillar was originally constructed as a gate that highlighted the entrance to the 
hillside neighborhood. Although, one pillar was demolished, the remaining pillar 
has been an established and familiar feature of the neighborhood serving as a 
marker for Queens Road, a meeting place, and location to post information. As it 
appears today, the pillar is a historic ornamental street fixture that is a feature of 
the hillside properties.  

 
 SECTION 5. The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that the City 
Council designate the pillar structure  located in the public right-of-way adjacent to the 
parking lot adjacent to 8459 Sunset Boulevard as a designated local cultural resource. 
The designation of structure shall be final upon the City Council’s approval of this 
recommendation. 
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PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED BY A MOTION OF THE HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD ON THIS 30th 
DAY OF JANUARY, 2023. 
 
 
 
 
   
 JACOB SOTSKY, CHAIRPERSON 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
  
DOUG VU, SENIOR PLANNER 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION LIAISON 
 
 
 
Decisions of the Historic Preservation Commission are subject to appeal in accordance 
with the procedures set forth in West Hollywood Municipal Code Chapter 19.76.  Any 
action to challenge the final decision of the City of West Hollywood made as a result of 
the public hearing on this application must be filed within the time limits set forth in Code 
of Civil Procedure Section §1094.6. 
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