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PUBLIC HEARING 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR CULTURAL RESOURCE DESIGNATION FOR 
PILAR STRUCTURE LOCATED WITHIN THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-
WAY ADJACENT TO 8459 SUNSET BOULEVARD, WEST 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA. 

PREPARED BY: DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
(Jennifer Alkire, AICP, Planning Manager, CHPP) 
(Doug Vu, Senior Planner / HPC Liaison) 
(Antonio Castillo, Senior Planner) 
(Roger Rath, Assistant Planner)  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT 
The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) will consider an application to nominate a 
pillar structure referred to as “Queens Road Gate” located at 8459 Sunset Boulevard as 
a local cultural resource.  

RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission hold a public hearing, 
consider all pertinent testimony, and adopt the following resolution: 

1) Draft Resolution No. HPC 23-161: “A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC
PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD,
RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL DESIGNATE A PILLAR
STRUCTURE COMMONLY KNOW AS “QUEENS ROAD GATE” LOCATED IN
THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY ADJACENT TO 8459 SUNSET BOULEVARD,
WEST HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA AS A LOCAL CULTURAL RESOURCE.”
(EXHIBIT A)

BACKGROUND 
On August 30, 2022, Hollace Brown submitted an application to nominate a pillar structure 
located on the public right-of-way adjacent to a parking lot at 8459 Sunset Boulevard as 
a designated local cultural resource. The nomination materials are contained in Exhibit B 
and include a description of the site, statement of significance, historic background, 
photographs and a bibliography.  

A. Date of Application: August 30, 2022 

B. Application Deemed Complete November 17, 2022 

C. Applicant: Hollace Brown   

D. Property Owner: City of West Hollywood 

ITEM 11.A.
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E. Location: 8459 Sunset Boulevard 

F. Zoning / General Plan: 
Sunset Specific Plan / SSP within Public 
Right-of-Way 

G. Environmental Status: 
Categorically Exempt under Section 
15331 of CEQA Guidelines (Historical 
Resource Restoration/Rehabilitation) 

H. Public Notices: 
The public hearing was noticed in 
accordance with the West Hollywood 
Municipal Code Section 19.58.070(B). 

 

Site Conditions  
The pillar structure is located on the northwest corner of Sunset Boulevard and Queens 
Road on the public right of way, adjacent to a 21,100-square-foot (.48 acres) rectangular 
shaped parcel at 8459 Sunset Boulevard. The adjacent property is used as a public 
parking lot with surface level parking that contain two billboard structures. There are no 
buildings on the lot. The pillar is setback 20 feet north of Sunset Boulevard. 

 
Figure 1: The pillar, identified in the yellow lines, is located on the corner of Sunset Blvd. and Queens Rd. in 
the public right-of-way, adjacent to property identified in red which is a public surface parking lot at 8459 
Sunset Blvd. 
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The Pillar 
In February 1924, the pillar was originally constructed as two matching pillars on both 
sides of Queens Road and referred to as “Queens Road Gate” in the public right of way. 
The pillar is a square shape with four sides approximately four feet wide and 
approximately ten feet in height from the ground. Each face has a two-inch-deep, 
rectangular inset measuring three feet wide by four feet high. The gate was built to mark 
the divide at Sunset Boulevard between the hillside properties running north of Queens 
Road (‘Phase II’) and the properties south of Sunset (‘Phase I’). The two phases of 
development are in reference to a 170-acre development of Hacienda Park that started 
in 1906. Per the nomination materials, the plan to develop Hacienda Park announced the 
birth of Sunset Strip according to a Los Angeles Times article reported on April 29, 1906, 
with the construction of new roads and building lots. The second pillar on the east side of 
Queens Road was demolished around 1927 during construction of the Hacienda Park 
Apartments, now known as Piazza del Sol located at 8439 Sunset Boulevard.  
 
The pillar was designed to reflect a Mediterranean motif with stucco cladding and a 
peaked roof clad with terra cotta barrel tiles. The style was reflective of the 64-acre hillside 
section of Hacienda Park (‘Phase II’) development with the homes and landscaping 
designed with a Mediterranean influence. Per the nomination materials prepared by the 
applicant, the gate was constructed by John A. Evans, a developer that described the 
pillars as an ornamental entrance to the upper section of Hacienda Park. The gates were 
a primary marketing tool of Phase II as a neighborhood of luxurious homes and the 
expansion of Hacienda Park into the hills.    
 

 
 
Figure 2: South façade of the pillar, looking north from Sunset Boulevard captured on May 8, 2022. 
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ANALYSIS 
According to West Hollywood Municipal Code (WHMC) Section 19.58.050, the Historic 
Preservation Commission may approve a nomination application and recommend City 
Council designation of a cultural resource if the resource meets one or more of the 
designation criteria contained in subsections A through D.   
 
Staff recommends that the HPC approve the proposed designation of the pillar structure 
based on analysis of the information contained in the nomination application for Criterion 
A3 and A5 only. The application states that the pillar be nominated for Criterion A1 and 
5c, in addition to A3 and A5, however it is staff’s assessment that there is insufficient 
proof or evidence to meet those criteria. The designation can be supported by the 
following criteria contained in WHMC Section 19.58.050: 
 
A.  Exemplifies Special Elements of the City. It exemplifies or reflects special 

elements of the city’s aesthetic, architectural, cultural, economic, engineering, 
political, natural, or social history and possesses integrity of design, location, 
materials, setting, workmanship feeling, and association in the following 
manner:  

   
3.  It reflects significant geographical patterns, including those associated with 

different eras of growth and settlement, particular transportation modes, or 
distinctive examples of community or park planning. 
 
The pillar is associated with the history of development in West Hollywood. It is 
located at the eastern end of the Sunset Strip, a roughly 1.5-mile stretch of Sunset 
Boulevard that is considered one of the most storied commercial corridors in 
Southern California due in part to its longstanding association with the Hollywood 
entertainment industry.   
 
In 1906, a new 140-acre residential development named Hacienda Park was 
announced, bounded by present-day Sweetzer Avenue, Santa Monica Boulevard, 
La Cienega Boulevard, and Hollywood Boulevard. As part of the neighborhood’s 
development, Sunset Boulevard was extended. In 1923, sewer and gas lines were 
installed, and streets were being graded and named to encourage sales of 
residential lots, north of Sunset Boulevard. The pillar was constructed in 1924 as 
part of an marketing campaign for selling lots within the Hacienda Park Phase II. 
The pillar represents the last remaining aspect of the Hacienda Park advertising, 
which originally consisted of two pillars on either side of Queens Road forming a 
gate and a large billboard northwest of the pillars. The remaining pillar reflects 
geographical patterns of Sunset Boulevard expanding, which is associated with 
the Sherman and Adjacent County Lands era of growth and settlement identified 
in the City of West Hollywood Commercial Historic Resources Survey. 
 
The pillar represents an early period of development on Sunset Boulevard. The 
pillar retains its integrity of location, design, workmanship, and materials from the 
period of significance.  
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5.  It has a unique location or singular physical characteristic or is a view or 

vista representing an established and familiar visual feature of a 
neighborhood, community, or the city.  

  
The pillar was originally constructed as a gate that highlighted the entrance to the 
hillside neighborhood. Although, one pillar was demolished, the remaining pillar has 
been an established and familiar feature of the neighborhood serving as a marker for 
Queens Road, a meeting place, and location to post information. As it appears today, 
the pillar is a historic ornamental street fixture that is a feature of the hillside properties.  

   
 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
The designation of a local cultural resource is categorically exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15331 of the CEQA Guidelines, 
which exempts projects that preserve historical resources in a manner consistent with the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.    
 
SUMMARY 
The pillar at 8459 Sunset Boulevard qualifies for designation as a cultural resource of the 
City of West Hollywood under criteria A (Special Elements of the City) of WHMC Section 
19.58.050. The pillar embodies distinctive characteristics of the Sherman and Adjacent 
County Lands era of growth and settlement and is a familiar visual feature of the hillside 
properties. Therefore, staff recommends approval of the nomination and recommendation 
that the City Council designate the pillar a local cultural resource. 
 
 
EXHIBITS 
A. Draft Resolution No. HPC 23-161 
B. Cultural Resource Designation Application 
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