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RESOLUTION NO. HPC 23-165 

A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD, 
RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL DESIGNATE 
THE BUILDING AT 7900 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD, 
WEST HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA AS A LOCAL 
CULTURAL RESOURCE. 

The Historic Preservation Commission of the City of West Hollywood hereby 
resolves as follows: 

SECTION 1. On May 16, 2022, the West Hollywood City Council adopted 
Resolution No. 22-5512, initiating nomination proceedings, and directing staff to process 
the nomination application for the commercial property located at 7900 Santa Monica 
Boulevard as a local cultural resource.  

SECTION 2.  An initial noticed public hearing before the Historic Preservation
Commission on March 28, 2023 was continued to April 24, 2023 and then continued again 
to May 22, 2023, so that staff can conduct additional research on the two nominations.
On May 22, 2023, the Historic Preservation Commission properly reviewed and
considered this matter at a noticed public hearing. Notices for the public hearing were
mailed to the property owner and occupants of the property as well as to Neighborhood
Watch groups on March 18, 2023. A notice was published in the Beverly Press and the 
West Hollywood Independent newspaper on March 16, 2023. Additionally, a notice was
advertised on the City’s website and City’s Channel 6. The staff report was made available
on the City’s website on May 15, 2023.

SECTION 3.  Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the 
designation of the commercial building as a local cultural resource does not have a 
significant effect on the environment and is categorically exempt from the provisions of 
CEQA guidelines, pursuant to Section 15331 (Historical Resource 
Restoration/Rehabilitation). Section 15331 exempts projects that preserve historical 
resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties.    

SECTION 4.  At the May 22, 2023 public hearing, the Historic Preservation 
Commission reviewed the staff report and written evidence and took testimony from 
interested parties. Based upon the written and oral evidence submitted, the Historic 
Preservation Commission finds that the building at 7900 Santa Monica Boulevard is 
individually eligible for designation based on the following designation criteria, pursuant 
to Section 19.58.050 of the West Hollywood Municipal Code: 

ITEM 10.A. EXHIBIT A
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Criterion A.3 – Exemplifies Special Elements of the City – It reflects significant 
geographical patterns, including those associated with different eras of growth and 
settlement, particular transportation modes, or distinctive examples of community or 
park planning. 

The building at 7900 Santa Monica Boulevard has a strong association with early
patterns of West Hollywood’s history, particularly the period of commercial
development that accompanied the Pacific Electric Railway expansion in the 1920s.
The building is one of many similar-type commercial structures erected to serve
streetcar passengers throughout the Los Angeles region. This wave of development
was pivotal in the shaping of the town of Sherman, later to become the City of West
Hollywood as it is known today. The existing building has undergone alterations over
the decades since its construction but retains sufficient historic integrity to convey
the association with the streetcar related development in the area. The building
retains its overall massing, design, and appearance, including fenestration patterns,
storefront openings, and distinctive brick exterior finish. The building retains 
sufficient historic integrity to be easily recognizable as 1920s commercial building
and strongly conveys its association with historic streetcar-oriented development.
As a result, the property reflects the significant geographical pattern of 1920s
transportation-related development in West Hollywood.

Criterion A.5 – Exemplifies Special Elements of the City – It has a unique location
or singular physical characteristic or is a view or vista representing an established 
and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City.

The building is uniquely located on the corner of a very prominent intersection at
what was previously known as Crescent Junction. When the building was
constructed almost 100 years ago, it was designed and sited to attract the interest
and attention of passersby on the streetcar, and later in automobiles. As such, the
building has become an established visual feature of the City, along with the corner
clock feature. As discussed above, the building retains enough of its original integrity
to convey its association with the period of commercial development that
accompanied the Pacific Electric Railway expansion in the 1920s, and therefore is
eligible for designation under West Hollywood Criterion A.5.

The building retains all seven aspects of historic integrity as defined by the National 
Park Services and continues to convey its historic significance as follows: 

• Location: The building retains the integrity of location in that it remains in its
original location where it was constructed.

• Design: The building retains the integrity of design in that it remains largely
unchanged from its original construction and maintains the massing,
arrangement of spaces, pattern of fenestration, surface materials, style of
detailing, and its character-defining features.
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• Setting: The building retains the integrity of setting in that it remains on a street
pattern along the south side of Santa Monica that have retained their original
1920 and 1930 buildings.

• Materials: The building retains the integrity of materials in that the building has
not been significantly altered since it was constructed and the key exterior
materials from its 1924 period of significance remains.

• Workmanship: The building the retains integrity of workmanship in that its
original construction has not been significantly altered and its overall
construction methods and materials are maintained.

• Feeling: The building retains the integrity of feeling in that the preservation of
the building’s character-defining features including the original design,
materials, workmanship, and setting are easily recognizable as 1920s
commercial buildings that allows them to express their 20th Century
Commercial style with Classical Revival influences.

• Association: The building retains the integrity of association in that the
presence of the building’s distinctive design, workmanship, location, and
setting conveys its association with early patterns of West Hollywood’s history,
particularly the period of commercial development that accompanied the
Pacific Electric Railway expansion in the 1920s.

 SECTION 5. Based upon the foregoing criteria, the Historic Preservation 
Commission finds that the exterior of the building includes the following character-defining 
features:  

• Corner location;
• Building set flush with sidewalk;
• Two-story height at front with three-stories at rear;
• Brick wall cladding;
• Terra cotta pilasters and entablatures;
• Four-sided, corner wall-mounted O. B. McClintock Company clock;
• Flat roof with simple parapet;
• First-story storefront openings;
• Second story rounded arch fenestration pattern with wood sash and frame;

and
• “West Hollywood National Bank” painted wall ghost signs on south facade

The building’s interior has been altered over time and is not identified as a character-
defining feature to the building.    

SECTION 6. The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that the City 
Council designate the building located at 7900 Santa Monica Boulevard as a local cultural 
resource. The designation of the building shall be final upon the City Council’s approval 
of this recommendation. 
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PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED BY A MOTION OF THE HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD ON THIS 22nd 
DAY OF MAY, 2023. 

JACOB SOTSKY, CHAIRPERSON 

ATTEST: 

DOUG VU, SENIOR PLANNER 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION LIAISON 

Decisions of the Historic Preservation Commission are subject to appeal in accordance 
with the procedures set forth in West Hollywood Municipal Code Chapter 19.76.  Any 
action to challenge the final decision of the City of West Hollywood made as a result of 
the public hearing on this application must be filed within the time limits set forth in Code 
of Civil Procedure Section §1094.6. 
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