Requested and Prepared by: Administration
Meeting date: January 10, 2000

Adopted: January 10, 2000

Vote: Unanimous

CITY OF WASILLA
RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 00-03

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WASILLA, ALASKA SUPPORTING THE ALASKA
RAILROAD’S TRACK UPGRADE AND REALIGNMENT PROJECT.

WHEREAS, a straighter track promotes safety due to reduced track and
equipment wear, consistency in train handling, increased sight distance, and reduced
maintenance requirement — all leading to a reduced frequency of train derailments and
lower operating costs; and

WHEREAS, this project includes upgrades to vehicle crossings and additional
public access amenities that will enhance safety and access across the Alaska
Railroads track; and

WHEREAS, this project will result in reduced train running time between
Anchorage and Wasilla from 95 minutes to 50 minutes making future commuter service
viable; and

WHEREAS, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means more
efficient and cost effective service to the interior of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means a
potential reduction in the number of automobiles on the highway; and

WHEREAS, more efficient rail operations reduces train gridlock, creates more
jobs for Alaskans through additional freight and passenger service, and builds a better
infrastructure to support future economic development in Alaska; and

WHEREAS, this project improves the ARRC’s asset which enhances the state’s
ownership of the railroad; and

WHEREAS, to accomplish this project, ARRC will need legislative approval to
convey the Corporation’s entire interest in certain lands in exchange for equivalent
valued land with Elmendorf Air Force Base, Fort Richardson Army Base, Eklutna, Inc.
and other entities; and

WHEREAS, no funds will be exchanged between the parties in this land trade
agreement.
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Wasilla supports the
ARRC'’s efforts to upgrade and realign its track between Anchorage and Wasilla to
improve safety and efficiency of the Alaska Railroad Corporation’s train operations, to
enhance the state-owned transportation asset, and to make future commuter service
viable; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Wasilla seeks to assist ARRC in
entities in order to accomplish the track realignment project.

ADOPTED by the Wasilla City Council on January 10, 2000.

I certify that a resolution in substantially the above form was passed by a

majority of those voting at a duly called and conducted meeting of the governing body
of the City of Wasilla this 10" day of January 2000.

¢ SARAHPALIN, Maya/

ATTEST:.

%\%VM

KRISTIE L. VANGORDER, CMC/AAE
City Clerk

{SEAL]
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WASILLA CITY COUNCIL INFORMATION MEMORANDUM IM No. 00-05
SUBJECT: Alaska Railroad Track Upgrade & Realignment Project
PREPARED BY: Administration DATE: December 15, 1999

FOR AGENDA OF: January 10, 2000
SUMMARY:

The Alaska Railroad track upgrade and realignment project includes many safety
upgrades and reduces the running time between Anchorage and Wasilla by 40 minutes.
This will make future commuter service viable.

The ARRC is requesting that the City of Wasilla Council consider passing this resolution
so the ARRC can add it to their legislative information packet for the upcoming session.

This will help broaden their level of support and will help spur timely passage of
legislation that will make this project possible.

FISCAL IMPACT: _X No _ Yes, amount requested: $ Fund:

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Council consideration.

“isrﬂwé/éﬁ/\:

(R/wie@y: SARAH@ALIN, Mayor

th 0002
Presented with. ;
Date:_([(o[ A0 _Verified by:w_%fm
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