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STAFF REPORT 

MEETING 
DATE: October 9, 2018 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Christopher Blunk, Deputy Public Works Director/City Engineer 

SUBJECT: ADOPT A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PLANS FOR ADDITIONAL 
DOWNTOWN AREA PARKING SPACES AND FINDING THAT THE 
PROJECT IS EXEMPT FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) PURSUANT 
TO SECTION 15301 EXISTING FACILITIES - SUBSECTIONS 15301 (C ) 
AND 15301 (D)  

REQUEST 

Adopt a resolution approving the plans for additional downtown parking spaces and finding that 
the project is exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
pursuant to Section 15301 Existing Facilities - Subsections 15301 (c) and 15301 (d)  

DISCUSSION 

In response to ongoing conversations about parking availability in downtown Novato, staff sought 
out opportunities to increase the number of available on-street parking spaces in a cost-effective 
manner. Staff performed site visits of the downtown streets, reviewed existing parking 
configurations, measured pavement widths and distances between driveways, and prepared 
proposed plans to add additional spaces by changing the roadway striping and signs only.   

This proposal would add 48-50 new parking spaces near Grant Avenue and Front Street businesses 
without any concrete work, repaving, street widening, or driveway relocations.  Changes are 
proposed to Front Street, Industrial Way, and First Street through Sixth Street in the block north 
of Grant Avenue. 

It should be noted that there is no implementation plan for these changes at this time. Staff are 
seeking approval of the plans and CEQA findings for the flexibility to make these changes under 
an upcoming construction contract, by city streets maintenance crews, as a part of a future 
pavement resurfacing project, or in conjunction with private development projects.  Proper public 
noticing will occur before any restriping work takes place on any of these streets. 

Front Street is currently striped one-way northbound between Diablo Avenue and Mirabella 
Avenue.  About 26 vehicles can currently parallel park along the east and west sides of the street. 
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The pavement width of Front Street is 40’.  By striping new diagonal and parallel spaces along the 
east side of the street, 45 on-street parking spaces can be created.  Parallel parking along the west 
side of the street would be removed as a part of this change.  This proposal would add a total of 
19 new parking spaces on Front Street and would likely have the added benefit of reducing driver 
speeds by narrowing the northbound through-lane. 

First Street has diagonal parking between driveways along the east side and parallel parking 
between driveways along the west side in the first block north of Grant Avenue.  This proposal 
would change the diagonal parking stalls along the east side to perpendicular stalls.  As a result, 
11 additional parking spaces can be added along this block. 

A developer has proposed improvements to the vacant building and lot at the southwest corner of 
Grant Avenue and First Street.  If approved and constructed, Industrial Way could be converted to 
a westbound one-way street between First Street and Second Street and approximately 10 new on-
street parking spaces could be added to the south side of the street behind the new development. 
No existing rear driveways or gates along Industrial Way would be blocked by these new spaces. 

In the block north of Grant Avenue, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Streets do not have 
any striped parking spaces.  This leads to inefficient use of the available space: two vehicles 
occupying an area that could park three, for example.  The city could increase the number of 
available parking spaces along these streets by delineating parallel parking spaces in the areas 
within about 200-250 feet of Grant Avenue.  This change could add about 10 parking spaces. 

These proposed roadway striping and sign changes were designed in accordance with the 
California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.  The proposed new parking spaces are 
standard lengths and widths. The attached plans were reviewed by the city’s consulting Traffic 
Engineer and received her concurrence and recommendation prior to review and approval by the 
City Engineer.  The attached plans were also reviewed by the Novato Fire Protection District. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Cost estimates for the proposed on-street parking improvements are provided in ranges below. 
The lower end of the ranges represent material and equipment costs for city maintenance crews to 
perform the striping and signing work.  The higher end of the ranges represents costs associated 
with a competitively-bid construction contract.   

• Front Street cost estimate range is $5,000 - $12,000
• Industrial Way cost estimate range is $1,000 - $5,000
• First Street cost estimate range is $3,000 - $10,000
• Second Street - Sixth Street combined total cost estimate range is $4,000 - $8,000

The total cost estimate range for all locations is $13,000 - $35,000 depending on the method of 
installation.  If approved, staff will seek opportunities to begin to install the new parking spaces. 

OUTREACH 

This item is listed on the City Council meeting agenda which was posted on the Community 
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Service Boards at the Police Department and the website 72 hours prior to the meeting as required 
by California Government Code 54954(a) “Brown Act.” 
This item was previously listed on the City Council meeting agenda for August 28, 2018, however 
it was removed from the agenda during the meeting.  In response to the previous listing, some 
public comments were received regarding the size of the parking spaces, parking delineation on 
Second Street through Sixth Street north of Grant Avenue and the proposed spaces along Industrial 
Way.  Staff attempted to address these comments by incorporating minor changes into the 
proposed plans and providing additional information in this staff report. 

This proposal was discussed at the September 27, 2018 Economic Development Advisory 
Commission meeting and was well received by the commissioners. 

This proposal was also discussed at the October 3, 2018 Downtown Novato Business Association 
meeting and was well received by the attendees. 

If approved, public notices will be sent to all businesses and residences adjacent to these locations 
before any restriping work takes place.   

RECOMMENDATION 

Adopt a resolution approving the plans for additional downtown parking spaces and finding that 
the project is exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
pursuant to Section 15301 Existing Facilities - Subsections 15301 (c) and 15301 (d)  

ALTERNATIVES 

1. Direct staff to proceed with any combination of the proposed locations.
2. Direct staff not to proceed with any of the proposed changes.
3. Council discretion to direct staff otherwise.

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Resolution
2. Front Street Proposed Parking Plan
3. Industrial Way Proposed Parking Plan
4. First Street Proposed Parking Plan
5. Second, Third, and Fourth Streets Proposed Parking Plan
6. Fifth and Sixth Streets Proposed Parking Plan
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CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NOVATO 

RESOLUTION NO. 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PLANS FOR ADDITIONAL 
DOWNTOWN AREA PARKING SPACES AND FINDING THAT 
THE PROJECT IS EXEMPT FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF 
THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 15301 EXISTING FACILITIES - 
SUBSECTIONS 15301 (C ) AND 15301 (D) 

WHEREAS, the city has evaluated the downtown area streets and identified opportunities to 
increase the number of available on-street parking spaces in a cost-effective manner; and 

WHEREAS, approximately 48 new parking spaces can be added along Front Street, Industrial 
Way, and First Street through Sixth Street near Grant Avenue through minor modifications to 
roadway striping and street signs; and 

WHEREAS, the roadway striping and signing plans for the additional downtown parking 
spaces were prepared in accordance with the California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
and received concurrence from a California Traffic Engineer; and 

WHEREAS, the work to install the additional downtown area parking spaces is exempt from 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15301 Existing Facilities - 
Subsections 15301 (c) and 15301 (d); and 

WHEREAS, the custodian of records is the City Clerk of the City of Novato, 922 Machin 
Avenue, Novato, CA 94945. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Novato finds 
that the project is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
pursuant to Section 15301 Existing Facilities - Subsections 15301 (c) and 15301 (d).  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 
Novato approves the project plans to stripe additional parking spaces on Front Street, Industrial Way 
and First Street through Sixth Street near Grant Avenue. 

* * * * * * 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution was duly and regularly adopted by the City 
Council of the City of Novato, Marin County, California, at a meeting hereof, held on the 9th day of 
October, 2018, by the following vote, to wit: 

AYES: Councilmembers      None 
NOES: Councilmembers      None 
ABSTAIN: Councilmembers      None 
ABSENT: Councilmembers      None 

Attachment 1
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City Clerk of the City of Novato 

Approved as to form: 

City Attorney of the City of Novato 
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