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STAFF REPORT 

DATE: July 25, 2017 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Russ Thompson, Director of Public Works 

Elizabeth Tran, Recreation Services Manager - Parks, Rec. & Community Services 

SUBJECT: COMMUNITY GARDEN UPDATE AND FUTURE LIEB PROPERTY 
CONSIDERATION AS A POTENTIAL LOCATION OF THE 
COMMUNITY GARDEN AT 1521 HILL ROAD, ACROSS FROM THE 
MARGARET TODD SENIOR CENTER & HILL RECREATION AREA 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

REQUEST 

Receive update on latest discussions with the Novato Live Well Network regarding potential 

locations for the proposed Community Garden, including a potential site at the recently acquired 

Lieb Property at 1521 Hill Road, APN 140-352-32, and provide staff direction on whether to 

consider the Lieb Property as a potential site for a Community Garden, and discuss 

community outreach and potential next steps. 

DISCUSSION 

Background 
The Novato Live Well Network (NLWN) was granted approval in 2008 to work with City staff to 

create a community garden at City-owned land adjacent to Dogbone Meadow.  In 2011 they 

received Design Review Commission and Zoning Administrator conditional approval of the site 

design.  A lease was then approved for the site the following year.  Since that date NLWN 

constructed a water well on the site, however they have not moved forward with the balance of the 

project.  Their conditional approval expired in 2015. 

At the request of the NLWN, staff met with Veronica Valero and Diet Stroeh in April to discuss 

finding a suitable location for a new community garden.  Three sites were discussed as potential 

options to be considered: 

1. Novato Unified School District Properties

2. City Parcel Adjacent to Hamilton Elementary School

3. Lieb Property

During the meeting the NLWN stated that the Lieb Property was their preferred site, a position 

that was later confirmed by their entire Board.   
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The City closed escrow on May 11, 2017 on the 9.45-acre Lieb Property, and  the previous owner 

will vacate the property on or before August 23, 2017, after which the City will have unrestricted 

access to, and use of the property.  An aerial photograph of the site is shown in the figure below. 

 

 

 
 
Figure 1 – Lieb Property Location 
 
 
Staff has continued to work with the NLWN over the past few months to further discussions of 

how an alternative site could be advanced should consensus be reached on a new site. 

 
Consideration of the Lieb Property for a Community Garden 
At the time Council considered acquisition of the Lieb property there was a stated interest to honor 

and preserve the agricultural, cultural, and historic nature of the property.  The City is now at a 

decision point of how to proceed with the future use of the property, however there has been no 

public outreach to date on this specific site.   

 

Tonight staff is seeking to gauge Council’s interest is proceeding with a public process to 

potentially locate the community garden on this site, or potentially other site(s) within Novato. 

 

Figure 2 below depicts a very rough conceptual drawing of what a community garden footprint 

might look like at the Lieb site.  

 LIEB PROPERTY 
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Figure 2 – Community Garden Concept  

 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 

Fiscal impacts have not been fully analyzed at this time.  It is assumed that the NLWN would pay 

for the required community garden site improvements.  If the Council directs staff to proceed with 

this process a detailed cost proposal can be developed, and budget considerations would be 

returned to Council at a later date.  

  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Provide staff direction on whether to consider the Lieb Property as a potential site for a Community 

Garden, and discuss community outreach and potential next steps. 

 

 

ALTERNATIVES 
 

1. Consider development of an alternative site at a City owned parcel. 

2. Encourage the NLWN to identify other NUSD owned parcels 

3. Encourage the NLWN to identify other publically owned parcels near Novato 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 

None 
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