
CITY COUNCIL MEMBER PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM 

MEETING 
DATE: July 10, 2018 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Pat Eklund, Council Member 

SUBJECT: Explore relocating the Novato History Museum to the Simmons House to 
provide more space, more parking and a building that is ADA compliant 

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM FOR ACTION TO BE TAKEN 

Discuss at a City Council Meeting in September or October 2018 exploring options to relocate 
the Novato History Museum to the Simmons House at 900 Sherman Avenue and/or another 
city-owned building to provide an ADA accessible building with more museum space and 
adequate parking. 

BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION 

The Novato History Museum, located at 815 DeLong Avenue, is in the historic 1850 
Postmaster’s House.  The Museum has in the past and is currently facing several challenges – 
inadequate parking, space limitations and a building that is not ADA compliant nor is ADA 
accessible. 

Parking at the museum has always been a challenge, but when DeLong Avenue was re-
designed, a few spaces were removed on DeLong Avenue and last year one space was 
eliminated near the front door and the turning radius reduced making accessibility even more 
challenging.   

Museum space has always been challenging, but the Novato Historical Guild always made it 
work.  With a growing interest in Novato history, the museum and its displays, the museum 
needs additional space for displays and its growing collections. 

The Postmaster’s House is not ADA compliant; and, it is not ADA accessible since it does not 
have ADA ramp(s) from DeLong nor from the parking above to the museum.  Visitors and 
volunteers on walkers or wheelchairs cannot access the museum. 

Many years ago, staff, Council and the Novato Historical Guild discussed relocating the Novato 
History Museum to the Simmons House.  The Guild proposed to renovate the Simmons House 
for the museum similar to what they had done with the Hamilton Firehouse.  More recently, as 
part of the Novato Strategic Plan, the City Council discussed possible relocation to the Simmons 
House during a ‘work study session’ on July 14, 2014.  The Simmons House is ADA compliant, 
is larger than the Postmaster House, and is more visible with significantly more parking. 

Over a decade ago, we decided to take one building at a time starting with the church for our 
City Hall.  Renovation of the Simmons House for the Novato History Museum could be the next 
step in revitalizing the Civic Center Area. 
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