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STAFF REPORT 
 
 
MEETING 
DATE: June 27, 2017 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: Robert Brown, Community Development Director  
 
PRESENTER: Robert Brown, Community Development Director 
 
SUBJECT:  AUTHORIZATION FOR THE MAYOR TO SIGN THE MAYOR’S 

NATIONAL CLIMATE ACTION AGENDA LETTER TO PRESIDENT 

TRUMP OPPOSING THE ROLLBACK OF U.S. CLIMATE ACTIONS 

  
 
REQUEST 
 
Authorize  the  Mayor  to   sign  a  letter  joining  with over   105  cities  to  object  to  the  rollback 
of the federal government on U.S. climate actions. 
 
DISCUSSION 

 
In March, 2015 the mayors of Los Angeles (Eric Garcetti), Houston (Annise Parker) and 
Philadelphia (Michael Nutter) formed the Mayor’s National Climate Action Agenda (MNCAA) to 
raise the collective voice of cities in working towards climate solutions and building the political 
will for U.S. leadership in this area.  Seventy-five cities signed onto this effort, sending a letter to 
President Obama calling for aggressive U.S. commitments in the Paris Climate Accord.  Since that 
time, participation in the MNCAA has increased. 
 
On March 28, 2017, the mayors of over 105 cities representing over 45 million residents sent an 
open letter to President Trump objecting to the administration’s rollback of U.S. climate policies, 
including the Clean Power Plan, vehicle fuel efficiency standards and proposed budget cutbacks 
to the Environmental Protection Agency.  The City of Novato can add its voice to this opposition 
by signing on to this letter, and thereby joining the Mayor’s National Climate Action Agenda. 
 
A copy of the MNCAA letter is attached, as is the commitment criteria for participating cities in 
the MNCAA. 
 
PUBLIC OUTREACH 

  
No public outreach has occurred on this issue other than posting of the City Council meeting 
agenda. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
No fiscal impact will result. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
Authorize the Mayor’s signature to the attached letter. 

 
ALTERNATIVES 
 

1. Approve the Mayor’s signature on the MNCAA letter 
2. Do not authorize signing the MNCAA letter 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

1. Mayor’s National Climate Action Agenda Letter to President Trump on Roll Back of 
U.S. Climate Actions 

2. Local Commitments for Participation in the Mayor’s National Climate Action Agenda 
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June 27, 2017 
 
 
 
Re:  Mayor’s National Climate Action Agenda Letter to President Trump on 

Roll Back of U.S. Climate Actions 

 
 
Dear President Trump, 
 
As members of the Mayors National Climate Action Agenda (MNCAA), we 
represent more than 42 million Americans in 105 cities across our nation- in red and 
blue states alike. We write to strongly object to your actions to roll back critically 
important U.S. climate policies including the Clean Power Plan and vehicle fuel 
efficiency standards, as well as proposed budget cuts to the EPA and critical federal 
programs like Energy Star. 
 
Climate change is both the greatest single threat we face, and our greatest economic 
opportunity for our nation. That is why we affirm our cities’ commitments to taking 
every action possible to achieve the principles and goals of the Paris Climate 
Agreement, and to engage states, businesses and other sectors to join us. 
 
As Mayors, we work with our constituents face-to-face, every day, and they demand 
that we act on climate to improve quality of life and create economic growth. As 
public servants and stewards of public funds and infrastructure, we also cannot 
ignore the costs of inaction. That is why we are also standing up for our constituents 
and all Americans harmed by climate change, including those most vulnerable 
among us: coastal residents confronting erosion and sea level rise; young and old 
alike suffering from worsening air pollution and at risk during heatwaves; mountain 
residents engulfed by wildfires; farmers struggling at harvest time due to drought; 
and communities across our nation challenged by extreme weather. 
 
Climate action is also an investment in our economy and job creation — electric 
vehicles, solar power, energy efficiency and battery storage are all avenues to 
restoring our nation's manufacturing base and create good, middle class jobs. 
Recently, thirty MNCAA cities demonstrated how we can accelerate markets and 
drive economic growth by issuing a formal Request for Information for the potential 
acquisition of nearly 115,000 electric vehicles for our municipal fleets. 
 
The private sector recognizes the opportunities of climate action as well. Goldman 
Sachs is committing $150 billion to clean energy capital. Companies like Microsoft, 
Wal-Mart, and Google are some of the largest purchasers of solar and renewable 
energy. Today, one in fifty American jobs is now in the solar sector, surpassing 
employment in oil, gas, and coal extraction combined. Texas is once again 
experiencing an energy boom — this time, with wind power. In fact, the majority of 
wind jobs in the U.S. are in congressional districts that voted for you. 
 
As the “Climate Mayors,” we wrote to you during your transition asking that you 
work with cities on climate action - the nation's first responders and economic hubs 
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- and to embrace the Paris Climate Agreement commitment. Instead, we fear your 
Administration’s recent actions and executive order will undermine America’s 
leadership on climate action, if not take us backwards. 
 
We urge you to change course, and to join us. In the meantime, America's cities will 
continue to lead the way in moving forward in protecting our residents from the 
disastrous effects of climate change, and creating a thriving 21st century economy. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
  
 
 
 
Denise Athas 
Mayor, City of Novato 
 
 
 
 
cc:    City of Novato City Council
         Regan M. Candelario, City of Novato City Manager 
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Participants in the Mayors National Climate Action Agenda commit to: 

1. Calling for binding emission reductions at the US federal level as well as a global emission 

reductions agreement; 

2. Engaging in and supporting activities leading up to and during the 2015 negotiations in Paris to 

support the Obama Administration and other parties to create a global agreement; 

3. Establishing and regularly reporting annually or bi-annually a municipal and community-wide 

GHG inventory (preferably with third party verification), while supporting standardization of 

municipal and community-wide inventories and reporting; 

4. Establishing, or renewing, an existing aggressive GHG emissions reduction target for both the 

near term (i.e., by 2020 or sooner) and long term (e.g., 80% reductions by 2050); 

5. Developing, or updating, a community climate action plan, which identifies specific strategies 

for meeting the emissions reduction target as well as tying mitigation with adaptation measures 

where possible; 

6. Committing to finding an appropriate offset project(s), working collectively to remove 

barriers, and expanding offsets available to municipalities offered by the Climate Action 

Reserve, and other measures through the California cap and trade system (or other existing 

system); 

7. Ensuring climate equity and environmental justice is prioritized in climate action plans. 
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