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MarinMOCA lives at 

The Novato Arts Center

MarinMOCA 
maintains two art 
galleries, a museum 
store, a classroom, 
and 15 studios 
(including an Artist in 
Residence Studio).



MarinMOCA Provides Public Benefits

As part of 
MarinMOCA’s
agreements with the 
City of Novato, we 
have a 

commitment 
to the public 
benefit of 
the City of 
Novato through 

exhibitions and 
outreach to the 
community.



A Different Kind Of Museum

• A unique artist-run 
non-profit museum 
that fosters artists while 
sharing art with the 
community

• 150 artist members help 
mount exhibitions and 
events, donating over 
2,000 hours in 2016



MarinMOCA is the only 

FREE Contemporary Art Museum in Marin

18,000 visitors in 2016





A Museum that Gives Back

• MarinMOCA featured and 

sponsored local 

non-profits with five week 

exhibitions for Recology and 

Alchemia.

• Venue sponsor for the Special Effects 

Film Festival that showcased films by 

or about individuals with learning 

differences



Art Education

• Facilitated classes for 
more than 1,700 
children and adults 

• Provided space for TeamWorks, 
which partners artist mentors one 
on one with high-risk teen girls

• Hosted and led field trips for local 
elementary schools and 
community groups

• Gave lectures and talks for the 
community on contemporary art



Artist in Residence Program

New partnership with the City of Novato to provide An Artist in 

Residence to foster talented local artists with a free 

studio space.



2017 Artists in Residence

Demetra Theofanus, Dean Bensen and Melissa Shanley



Current Exhibition:

RAYMOND SAUNDERS



We Are A Growing Institution

• Bigger exhibitions

• New programming

• Greater Reach and Visibility

Voted Best Museum 

in Marin by the 

Pacific Sun Readers!



Where Are We Headed?

• We are committed to making 

MarinMOCA a recognized 

destination with exceptional shows.

• Working toward expanding our 

education programs.



Invest in the Arts
MarinMOCA provides artistic, social 
and cultural experiences that play an 

important role in building 
economic vibrancy. 

Through the creation of this center, 
Novato has created cultural capital for 
our town. Studies show that creative 
places encourage tourism, and create 

community pride. Cultural 
destinations make our 
town a more desirable 
place to live for workers and 
families. This effect has been 
documented and is especially notable 
for high-skilled and tech workers.

Taking the measure of Culture Conference, 

Joshua Guetzkow, Princeton University 2002



Your Support and Vision 

Define our Future

Now 22 years old,  MarinMOCA is 

poised to grow. 

The City’s vision for this Arts 

Center has been instrumental in 

that growth, especially through 

below market rent for two of 

MarinMOCA’s leases with the 

City.

We hope to expand our public 

private partnership with The City 

of Novato and encourage the 

city to see MarinMOCA not as a 

tenant, but as a partner in 

creating cultural 

capital at the Novato Arts 

Center.


