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STAFF REPORT 

MEETING 

DATE: March 14, 2017 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Pam Shinault, Director Parks, Recreation and 

Community Services 

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPLICATION FOR A STATE OF 

CALIFORNIA, DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT (HCD), HOUSING-RELATED PARKS PROGRAM 

GRANT  

REQUEST 

Consider adopting a resolution authorizing the application for a State of California, Department of 

Housing and Community Development (HCD), Housing-Related Parks Program Grant and 

authorizing the City Manager to execute necessary documents and accept the grant funds if 

awarded. 

DISCUSSION 

Funding through the Housing-Related Parks (HRP) Program (Program) is designed to encourage 

cities and counties to develop new residential housing by rewarding those jurisdictions that 

approve housing affordable to lower-income households and are in compliance with State 

housing element law.   

The program awards funds on a per-bedroom basis for each residential unit affordable to very 

low- and low-income households permitted during the designated program year between 2010 

and 2016. The Program provides funds for parks and recreation projects that benefit the 

community and add to the quality of life.  

The Program does not use a competitive process to award funds; all cities and counties that meet 

the eligibility requirements outlined below will be funded as provided in these Guidelines. 

Applicants must meet all of the following threshold requirements for participation in the program: 

1. Housing Element Compliance:  The applicant must have a housing element that has been 
adopted by the jurisdiction’s governing body and determined to be in substantial compliance with 
State housing element law pursuant to Government Code Section 65585 by the deadline specified 
in the NOFA. The jurisdiction’s adopted housing element will be deemed to have met this 
requirement if the adopted element is submitted to the Department on or prior to the date specified
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in the NOFA and the Department determines the submitted adopted housing element to be in 

substantial compliance pursuant to Government Code Section 65585 without further amendment.   

 

2. Annual Progress Report on the housing element submitted to the Department:  

Government Code Section 65400 requires local governments to submit reports to the Department 

on the jurisdiction’s progress in implementing the housing element. To qualify for the program 

funding round, an applicant must submit to the Department the Annual Progress Report (APR) 

required by Government Code Section 65400 for the Designated Program Year. For the purposes 

of the program, required Annual Progress Reports must be submitted by the date established in 

the NOFA.   

 

The occupancy of Eligible Units must be for households whose incomes are within the published 

income limits for Extremely Low (Oma Village), Very Low (Warner Creek senior housing) or 

Low-Income Households (Habitat for Humanity).  Funds are awarded on a per-bedroom basis for 

each documented Eligible Unit.   

 

Grant funds shall be used for the costs of Park and Recreation Facility creation, development, or 

rehabilitation, including, but not limited to, the acquisition of land for the purposes of those 

activities consistent with the requirements set forth in Section 16727 of the Government Code.  

Program grant funds may be used for the following types of projects: 

 

1. Costs to construct, rehabilitate, or acquire capital assets, meaning:  

a. Physical property with an expected useful life of 15 years or more.  

b. Major maintenance, reconstruction, or demolition for purposes of reconstruction 

of facilities, and retrofitting work that is ordinarily done no more often than once 

every 5 to 15 years, or expenditures that continue or enhance the useful life of the 

capital asset.  

 c. Equipment with an expected useful life of two years or more.  

d. Costs incidental to but directly related to the construction or acquisition of a capital 

asset are allowable.  

 

Qualifying park projects are not required to be tied to the housing units used to qualify for the base 

grant award. However, based on recent planning work in the Northwest Quadrant neighborhood, 

the need for a new park to serve the residents there surfaced during public discussions. The City 

Council endorsed the updated Neighborhood Plan which included the objective of creating a small 

neighborhood park/tot lot on June 16, 2016. Consequently, staff identified using the grant funds 

for the development of a new park in the Northwest Quad, to respond to community needs.  This 

project will likely involve acquisition of land, then dedicated community involvement, i.e. service 

clubs and residents, to help complete any park improvements. Staff did not recommend use of 

these grant funds to assist with the purchase of Carmel open space private property since such an 

acquisition would be for passive recreation, rather than an active recreation area for the 

neighborhood.   

  

Program grant funds may not be used for administrative costs of persons employed by the grantee, 

such as grant administration, or for other costs not directly related to the acquisition, rehabilitation 

or construction of a capital asset. Grant awards are expected to be announced in June, with an 
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agreement executed with the state sometime in late summer or fall of 2017.  No matching funds 

are required. 

Based on the eligibility requirements, including locating the park improvement in a disadvantaged 

community (based on HUD criteria), the City is eligible to receive a grant of $209,600 to put 

towards the acquisition of land to create a new Northwest Quad Neighborhood Park, as requested 

by the neighborhood.   

PUBLIC OUTREACH 

Extensive community outreach was done for the update of the Northwest Quadrant Neighborhood 

Plan with two community meetings in March 2015. These workshops were well-advertised, 

including bilingual notices to all property owners and door hangars for each apartment unit and 

posters placed in the neighborhood and on Grant Avenue. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

The grant would provide funds towards the purchase of a site for a small neighborhood park/tot 

lot. Ultimate improvement of the park would depend on the level of improvements desired, and 

the source and availability of funding to complete the park and additional staff hours to provide 
ongoing maintenance and operations. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Adopt the resolution authorizing the application for housing-related parks grant funding 

and authorizing the City Manager to accept funds should the grant be awarded.  

ALTERNATIVES 

None. The grant application was submitted to meet the February 4, 2017 submittal deadline. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Resolution
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CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NOVATO 

RESOLUTION NO. ____ 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF NOVATO CITY COUNCIL 

AUTHORIZING THE APPLICATION FOR HOUSING RELATED 

PARKS GRANT FUNDING AND AUTHORIZING 

CITY MANAGER TO COMPLETE DOCUMENTS AND ACCEPT 

FUNDS SHOULD GRANT BE AWARDED 

WHEREAS, The State of California, Department of Housing and Community Development 

(Department) has issued a Notice of Funding Availability dated November 16, 2016 (NOFA), under 

its Housing-Related Parks (HRP) Program; and 

WHEREAS, The City of Novato City Council desires to apply for a HRP Program grant and 

submitted the 2015 Designated Program Year Application Package released by the Department for 

the HRP Program; and 

WHEREAS, The Department of HCD is authorized to approve funding allocations for the 

HRP Program, subject to the terms and conditions of the NOFA, Program Guidelines, Application 

Package, and Standard Agreement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, Applicant is hereby authorized and directed to 

apply for and submit to the Department the HRP Program Application Package released November 

2016 for the 2016 Designated Program Year in the amount not to exceed $209,600.00. If the 

application is approved, the Applicant is hereby authorized and directed to enter into, execute, and 

deliver a State of California Standard Agreement (Standard Agreement) in an amount not to exceed 

$209,600.00, and any and all other documents required or deemed necessary or appropriate to secure 

the HRP Program Grant from the Department, and all amendments thereto (collectively, the “HRP 

Grant Documents”). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Applicant shall be subject to the terms and conditions as 

specified in the Standard Agreement. Funds are to be used for allowable capital asset project 

expenditures to be identified in Exhibit A of the Standard Agreement. The application in full is 

incorporated as part of the Standard Agreement. Any and all activities funded, information provided, 

and timelines represented in the application are enforceable through the Standard Agreement. 

Applicant hereby agrees to use the funds for eligible capital asset(s) in the manner presented in the 

application as approved by the Department and in accordance with the NOFA and Program Guidelines 

and Application Package.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Community Development Director or designee is 

authorized to execute in the name of Applicant the HRP Program Application Package and the HRP 

Grant Documents as required by the Department for participation in the HRP Program. 

* * * *    * * 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution was duly and regularly adopted by the City Council 

of the City of Novato, Marin County, California, at a meeting thereof, held on the 14th day of March, 

2017, by the following vote, to wit:  

 

 

AYES:  Councilmembers 

NOES:  Councilmembers 

ABSTAIN: Councilmembers 

ABSENT: Councilmembers 

 

 

       

City Clerk of the City of Novato 

 

 

Approved as to form: 

 

 

       

City Attorney of the City of Novato 
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