
March 13, 2018 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Pat Eklund, Council Member 

SUBJECT:  Discuss at a City Council meeting (along with the downtown parking study or in April/May 
2018) policy issues associated with the use of parking spaces along Grant Avenue for ‘parklets’, 
decide whether to establish standards, procedures and design guidelines and explore incentives.  

Background:  In 2002, the City Council approved the design and re-construction of Grant Avenue 
that included allowing parking spaces to be used by adjacent businesses for parklets which basically 
extends the sidewalk into the parking area creating an outdoor space.  It was agreed that after the 
$10M reconstruction of Grant Avenue, standards, procedures and design guidelines would be 
adopted by the Council on a multitude of issues associated with the creation of parklets.  
Unfortunately, these were not completed due to other priorities and staffing changes.  With the 
successful completion of Finnegan’s parklet, it has ignited interest from other businesses.  It is 
appropriate and timely for the Council to discuss policy issues associated with creating parklets along 
Grant Avenue and incentives for outdoor use:   

1. Can all businesses create parklets for their business use? Should there be limitations by
blocks/sections, types of businesses?

2. Should the City establish design review standards?   Should the design go through Design
Review?

3. What type of separators should be used (e.g. iron fencing, picket fences, and/or planter
boxes)? Should separators be used only along the street leaving the sidewalk side open?
Who installs the separators?

4. How should the City handle the liability issues?
5. Should the City charge for use of the public space and/or for the encroachment permits?
6. Should both the diagonal and parallel parking areas be converted to parklets?
7. How should the City handle the loss of parking?  How should the City handle the liability

issues?
8. Others ..

The design of Grant Avenue was patterned after Mountain View who did follow through on 
establishing standards, procedures and design guidelines.  Since then, Livermore also followed suit in 
incorporating use of parking spaces for parklets along with the standards, procedures and design 
guidelines.  Our effort could be streamlined by examining what both Mountain View and Livermore 
have established which has resulted in a more vibrant and lively downtown. 

I support the use of the parking spaces to create parklets and believe that past and current 
Councilmembers support these improvements; along with businesses and the public.   As Rod Wood, 
City Manager in 2002 stated:  “Not every business will be able to use the parking spaces” for parklets 
– the Council needs to establish standards, design guidelines and procedures to ensure fairness and
consistency.  This is timely since the FTB (design consultant) stated, the best time to implement
parklets is when the Council discusses parking in the downtown.  And, the Council could explore
incentives to help facilitate implementation of the design features we were unable to afford in 2002
(e.g. bike racks, benches, chess tables, etc.).
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