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STAFF REPORT 

MEETING 
DATE: February 27, 2018 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Christopher Blunk, Deputy Public Works Director/City Engineer 

SUBJECT: REVIEW AND APPROVE ROADWAY STRIPING AND SIGN CHANGES 
PROPOSED FOR NORTH REDWOOD BLVD. (AT THE NOVATO 
NORTH-SAN MARIN SMART STATION), TOPAZ DR. (BETWEEN 
MISTY RD. AND ANDALE AVE.), SUNSET PARKWAY (NEAR 
IGNACIO BLVD.), AND PALMER DR. (BETWEEN OAK GROVE DR. 
AND WHITE OAK WAY) 

REQUEST 

Review and approve roadway striping and sign changes as change orders to ongoing construction 
contracts or to be installed by City of Novato Maintenance crews, as appropriate, proposed for 
North Redwood Blvd. (at the Novato North-San Marin Smart Station), Topaz Dr. (between Misty 
Rd. and Andale Ave.), Sunset Parkway (near Ignacio Blvd.), and Palmer Dr. (between Oak Grove 
Dr. and White Oak Way). 

DISCUSSION 

The roadway striping and sign changes proposed at the four locations below were designed in 
accordance with the California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.  The attached plans 
were reviewed by the city’s consulting Traffic Engineer and received her concurrence and 
recommendation prior to review and approval by the City Engineer. 

1. North Redwood Boulevard:
Roadway striping and sign changes are proposed along North Redwood Blvd. between San
Marin Dr. and Rush Landing Rd. to better accommodate pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists
in the vicinity of the Novato North - San Marin SMART Station.  Pedestrian crossings of North
Redwood Blvd., bicycle ridership along North Redwood Blvd., and demand for on-street
parking near the SMART Station have all increased since the commuter rail service began in
mid-2017.

Improvements along North Redwood Blvd. will include an enhanced mid-block crosswalk at
the southern entrance to the San Marin SMART Station, Class II bicycle lanes in each
direction, a center turn-lane at the vehicle entrance to the San Marin SMART Station, and
additional legal on-street parking along the west side of North Redwood Blvd.  These

922 Machin Avenue 
Novato, CA  94945 

(415) 899-8900
FAX (415) 899-8213 

www.novato.org 

G-3

1

lmcdowall
RC



2 

 
improvements are proposed to be constructed under CIP #15-013, “SMART Access 
Improvements.” 
 

2. Topaz Drive: 
A new midblock crosswalk along Topaz Dr. at Andale Ave. was included as a part of CIP 18-
002, “Pedestrian Access to Transit & Crosswalk Improvements.”  However Bahia residents 
urged the city to relocate the proposed crosswalk about halfway between Misty Rd. and Andale 
Ave. to better suit users of the playground that was recently constructed.  The city’s consulting 
Traffic Engineer has determined that the location requested by residents is appropriate for 
installation.  This change would relocate the approved crosswalk and associated signage 
approximately 180 feet to the north of the original approved location. 

 
3. Sunset Parkway: 

The Public Works Department and Police Department have historically received numerous 
complaints about traffic congestion and student drop-offs and pick-ups occurring within the 
striped Class II bicycle lanes along Sunset Parkway in the block north of Ignacio Blvd. at San 
Jose Middle School.  Novato Police have increased enforcement, but bad driver behavior is 
persistent due to the large student population at the school, inadequate student drop-off/pick-
up area, and lack of a school bussing program. 
 
Staff performed several site investigations and determined that the current pavement width of 
Sunset Parkway could accommodate two standard 5’ wide Class II bicycle lanes, two 10.5’ 
wide vehicular lanes (one in each direction) as well as a 7.5’ wide on-street parking lane 
adjacent to San Jose Middle School while only changing the pavement striping, markings, and 
road signs.  This is a cost-effective way to make incremental improvements and achieve traffic 
calming effects on Sunset Parkway.  This work can be added as a change order to the 
immediately adjacent CIP project #14-007, “Retaining Wall Assessment Group 1 Repairs” that 
already requires temporary roadway striping changes to accommodate wall construction. 
Funding for the change order would be provided from CIP #15-016, "Traffic, Bicycle, & Ped 
Improvements FY 14/15-18/19” through a follow-up budget amendment request. 
 
The proposed on-street parking spaces would be striped 4’ longer than standard spaces to better 
accommodate larger vehicles often used by families with children and to improve access in- 
and out of the parallel parking spaces under congested traffic conditions during school drop-
off and pick-up hours.  This change would add 38 legal on-street parking spaces directly in 
front of San Jose Middle School where no legal parking currently exists.  If approved, this 
work would likely occur during summer 2018. 
 

4. Palmer Drive: 
City staff held a neighborhood meeting with residents living in the vicinity of the Pointe Marin 
development (Ignacio/Palmer/Oak Grove/Entrada/etc.) after receiving several complaints 
about speeding, cut-through traffic avoiding congestion on US101, and other unsafe driving 
maneuvers experienced in their neighborhood. 

2



3 

 
After several site reviews and following the neighborhood meeting, staff recommends the 
installation of all-way stop controls (new 4-way stop) with crosswalks at the intersection of 
Palmer Dr. and Norman Dr./Tan Oak Way.  This change will better facilitate turning 
movements from the side streets to Palmer Dr. during peak commute hours and improve 
pedestrian access to Ignacio Valley Circle.  Staff also recommend striping solid double-yellow 
centerline pavement markings along Palmer Dr. between Oak Grove Dr. and White Oak Way 
so that passing movements are illegal and enforceable.  This centerline striping would then be 
consistent with the rest of Palmer Dr. between Ignacio Blvd. and Redwood Blvd.  This work 
may be installed by City of Novato Maintenance crews during spring/summer of 2018 and 
would be funded by CIP #15-016, "Traffic, Bicycle, & Ped Improvements FY 14/15-18/19.” 
 
Other changes on Oak Grove Dr. and Entrada Dr. are still under consideration and may be 
proposed in the future under a separate request. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Construction cost estimates, funding sources, and currently available funds for each proposed 
restriping location are shown in the table below.  The Sunset Dr. & Palmer Dr. locations are both 
proposed to be funded by CIP #15-016, "Traffic, Bicycle, & Ped Improvements FY 14/15-18/19,” 
which has a total of $43,711 available to share between these two locations: 
 
Location   Cost Est. Fund Source    Available Funds 
1. N. Redwood Blvd. $  80,000 CIP 15-013 “SMART Access” $ 120,000 
2. Topaz Dr.   Negligible CIP 18-002 “Crosswalks”  $   80,000 
3. Sunset Parkway  $  25,000 CIP 15-016 “Traffic/Bike/Ped” $   43,711 
4. Palmer Dr.   $    5,000 CIP 15-016 “Traffic/Bike/Ped” $   43,711 
  
PUBLIC OUTREACH 
 
Each location of proposed roadway striping and sign changes has been shared with the public 
during various meetings, workshops, and through the city website and social media outlets. 
 
1. North Redwood Boulevard: 

When the initial proposal to restripe North Redwood Blvd. was posted to the city website and 
social media, staff received many complaints that the plan did not accommodate on-street 
parking.  Staff were able to respond to these complaints by redesigning the roadway striping 
to add legal on-street parking. 

 
2. Topaz Drive: 

The new crosswalk on Topaz Dr. in Bahia was initially proposed and discussed at a 
neighborhood after several requests from the public during the summer of 2017.  In response, 
this crosswalk location was added to the scope of CIP 18-002, “Pedestrian Access to Transit 
& Crosswalk Improvements,” and approved on October 10, 2017.  The new crosswalk was 
discussed at a Bahia neighborhood meeting during November 2017. Meeting attendees 
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requested the location be changed, and staff were able to accommodate their request after 
careful consideration of roadway geometrics and stopping sight distance. 

 
3. Sunset Parkway: 

The changes to Sunset Parkway were discussed at the January 2018 Safe Routes to School 
Committee meeting and received support from residents of Merritt Drive, representatives of 
Novato Unified School District, and the Novato Police Department traffic section.  Community 
meetings dating back to at least 2013 identified resident concerns about maintaining on-street 
parking along Sunset Blvd. 
 

4. Palmer Drive: 
The proposed changes on Palmer Drive were discussed at a neighborhood meeting held on 
January 17th, along with other potential traffic calming options in the area that are still under 
consideration.  These changes were well-received by meeting attendees.   

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Approve the roadway striping and sign changes to be included as change orders to ongoing 
construction contracts or to be installed by City of Novato Maintenance crews, as appropriate. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 

1. Direct staff to proceed with any combination of the four proposed locations. 
2. Direct staff not to proceed with any of the proposed changes. 
3. Council discretion to direct staff otherwise. 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

1. Proposed North Redwood Boulevard Striping & Sign Modifications (2 pgs.) 
2. Proposed Topaz Drive Crosswalk Location Change 
3. Proposed Sunset Parkway Striping & Sign Modifications (2 pgs.) 
4. Proposed Palmer Drive All-Way Stop Control and Striping Modifications 
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TOPAZ DR. @ ANDALE AVE.
PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION
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