
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DRAFT 
NOVATO GENERAL PLAN 2035

The City of Novato is updating its General 
Plan, which lays out the community’s vision 

for the future of the City and creates a 
road map on how to get us there. It will 

guide City decisions that affect future jobs, 
housing, and growth in our community.

The General Plan is a state-mandated 
document that addresses issues 
such as transportation, housing, open 
space, conservation, safety, and much 
more. As the current General Plan 
was adopted in 1996, and the City 
has grown and changed considerably, 
the plan needed to be updated. 

This draft plan reflects extensive input 
from the community—dozens of meetings, 
design charrettes, and surveys—and as we 
circulate this draft, we want to hear from 
as many Novato community members as 
possible in order to develop a General Plan 
that accurately reflects the needs of our 
diverse and changing population. 

Following are highlights of the draft plan. 
Take a look and see what interests you and 
tell us what you think. We will continue to 
seek input through October, when it will go 
to City’s boards, committees and commis-
sions, and ultimately to the City Council for 
consideration early next year.



WHAT HAS CHANGED 
FROM THE PREVIOUS 
GENERAL PLAN?
The plan is organized for easier reading and 
identifying topics important to you. While it 
acknowledges growth to slow over the next 
20 years, it also identifies certain “focus areas” 
that have opportunity for new development 
and redevelopment: Downtown; the Northwest 
Quadrant neighborhood (north of Grant and 
between First and Seventh Streets); the North 
Redwood Boulevard corridor between Olive 
Avenue and San Marin Drive; and the North, 
North Redwood Boulevard north of San Marin 
Drive. Notwithstanding these focus areas, the 
General Plan 2035 contains no significant land 
use changes, but provides trends and insights 
for future growth and development. It upholds 
the values important to Novatans: small town 
character, environmental protection and 
restoration, historical preservation, economic 
vitality, and sustainability. 

North Redwood Boulevard Corridor: A 
vibrant, pedestrian-oriented retail development 
with gathering places, restaurants and enter-
tainment in place of the existing commercial and 
industrial uses. 

North, North Redwood Boulevard Corridor: 
Additional high-quality office buildings and 
research and development uses that will benefit 
from the new commuter rail station. 

Northwest Quadrant Neighborhood: 
Development of carefully designed housing 
types, including single family and small-scale 
multi-family housing that complements the 
existing scale and neighborhood character. 

Downtown: More pedestrian-oriented develop-
ment and entertainment options. Re-designate 
parcels on Redwood Boulevard between Vallejo 
and Olive Avenue to allow residential mixed use 
and to grandfather in automotive uses (can be 
maintained but not expanded). 

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE TIMELINE

APRIL 2013 
City kicks-off 
process

SEPT 2013–JUN 2015
City studies Focus Areas (North Redwood 
Blvd, North, North Redwood Blvd, & 
Northwest Quad neighborhood)

MAR 2014–SEPT 2015
City develops White Papers (reports on 
topics including Bel Marin Keys, Urban 
Growth Boundary, Jr. Accessory Dwelling 
Units, Water, Hillside Protection, Complete 
Streets, Climate Change & Sea Level Rise, 
Healthy Eating/Active Living), Downtown 
Specific Plan



An Aging 
Community
The number of senior 
residents is projected to 
increase to one-quarter 
of the Novato 
population. General 
Plan 2035 policies 
provide opportunities 
for group homes, 
residential care facilities, 
senior living facilities, 
and smaller homes 
for seniors wanting to 
downsize. It promotes 
universal design 
recommendations 
that address mobility 
challenges which will 
enable seniors to live 
in their homes longer. 

High Obesity 
Rates, Low 
Activity Levels
General Plan 2035 
policies encourage 
walking and biking 
to local services, by 
improving bicycle 
and pedestrian 
infrastructure. The Plan 
maintains and expands 

parks, trails and 
recreational facilities. 
It also improves 
access to healthy 
foods and promotes 
local food production 
by supporting 
community gardens 
and farmers markets. 

Less Land 
Available for 
Development
General Plan 2035 
focuses new growth on 
vacant properties that 
are adjacent to existing 
development and on 
properties that are not 
being used to their 
full potential. The Plan 
preserves the Urban 
Growth Boundary 
that prevents new 
development beyond 
the city limits and 
continues regulations 
that limit building 
on hillsides and 
ridgelines. It ensures 
new development 
is sensitive to 
the surrounding 
architecture and 
environment and is 
complementary to the 
scale and character 
of the surrounding 
neighborhood. 

High-Paying Jobs 
to Offset the High 
Cost of Housing
General Plan 2035 
seeks to connect 
Novato to the Bay 
Area’s booming high 
tech economy and 
create a hub for tech 
and life sciences 
companies around the 
Buck Institute and San 
Marin SMART station. 

Downtown 
Novato’s Untapped 
Potential
General Plan 2035 
embraces the 
Downtown as the 
community’s center of 
commercial, cultural, 
social and civic 
functions. The Plan 
requires Downtown 
redevelopment to be 
pedestrian-friendly and 
compatible with existing 
small storefronts, and 
it encourages outdoor 
dining and more retail 
uses on the street level.

A Transportation 
Network for All
General Plan 2035 
requires roadways to 
include bike lanes and 
wide sidewalks when 
feasible. The plan 
encourages residents 
and employees to take 
the SMART train by 
focusing development 
near new stations, 
encouraging shuttle 
service, and creating new 
bicycle and pedestrian 
path connections.

Temperatures and 
Seas are Rising
General Plan 2035 
includes policies to 
reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions by 20% 
by 2020 and 40% 
by 2035. The plan 
contains policies to 
reduce waste, conserve 
energy and water, 
expand the recycled 
water system, and 
shift to renewable 
energy sources and 
electric vehicles.

Open Spaces 
are Novato’s 
Treasured Places
General Plan 2035 
protects open space and 
wildlife habitat, protects 
and restores wetlands 
and riparian areas, and 
maintains tidal areas. The 
plan also protects native 
trees and woodlands, 
and it proposes new 
requirements to 
encourage planting 
of native trees and 
maximize tree cover 
and growth.

Maintaining Our 
Infrastructure and 
City Services
General Plan 2035 
provides policies to provide 
for roads, water, storm 
drainage, and utilities, as 
well as police and fire 
protection services. The 
Plan continues to require 
new development to pay 
impact fees that offset 
the additional burden 
they place on existing 
services and utilities.

HOW DOES GENERAL PLAN 2035 AFFECT ME?

NOV 2015–JUL 2016
City prepares the 
Draft General Plan

AUG 2016
Draft General Plan 
for public review

JUL  2016–JAN 2017
Prep draft 
Environmental 
Impact Report

AUG–OCT 2016
Public 
workshops 
to gather 
feedback

OCT 2016–APR 2017
Public hearings 
with City advisory 
commissions and 
then to Council 
for adoption 
consideration



HOW CAN I PARTICIPATE?
There are many ways to help shape Novato’s General Plan 
2035. The City will hold workshops, open houses, and 
neighborhood meetings from August through mid-October:
Workshops at City Hall—meeting-style format; get an overview of the General Plan, ask 
questions, and give your feedback.

Open Houses at City Hall—drop-in format; select General Plan topics of interest at staffed 
tables where you can get more information, ask questions, and provide feedback.

Neighborhood meetings throughout Novato—staff will host meetings within the commu-
nity; get an overview of the General Plan, ask questions, and give your feedback.

Dates, times, and details, as well as the draft General Plan, can be found at 
novato.org/generalplan. 

Can’t join us? Comments can be submitted to Christine O’Rourke, General Plan Manager, 
at corourke@novato.org. 

A survey on Open Novato will also be available. Sign-up at novato.org/opennovato to get 
notified when the survey is posted.


