CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

MEMORANDUM
TO: Planning Commission
FROM: Anne Mclntosh, Director of Community Development

Stephanie Katsouleas, Director of Public Works
Prem Kumar, City Engineer

THROUGH: Laurie B Jester, Planning Manager
BY: Mamerto Estepa Jr., Associate Engineer
DATE: May 23, 2018

SUBJECT: Presentation of a Prototype of the City Council-selected Citywide
Wayfinding Sign Program Theme.

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission review the prototype made for the City
council-selected Citywide Wayfinding Sign Program theme and provide feedback.

BACKGROUND:

On October 3, 2017, City staff and Selbert Perkins Design provided an overview of the
city’s existing signage and presented to City Council three designs that could unify
signage throughout the City (see Attachment 1). These three designs showcased Beach
Classic and Modern themes, as well as enhancing existing signage (e.g., obelisks,
Monuments, etc.). Please note that the previous council and other stakeholders in the
downtown and north end areas of Manhattan Beach participated in the development of
the themes ultimately presented over the last several years. City Council reviewed,
discussed and ultimately selected the Beach Classic theme for the Citywide Wayfinding
Signage Program, and staff was directed to proceed with the final development of the
master plan guidelines for future signage using that theme. The Master Plan is currently
in final review.

DISCUSSION:

The full-size Pedestrian Direction Sign prototype being presented at the Planning
Commission meeting provides a tangible representation of the Beach Classic theme look,
material and size, while the Wayfinding Master Plan itself will identify all the design
parameters for the full suite of signage needs for the City. In addition to the Planning
Commission, feedback on the prototype and overall beach classic design theme was
requested from the Downtown Business Professional Association, North Manhattan
Beach Business Improvement District, Cultural Arts Commission, and Parking and
Public Improvements Commission prior to final presentation to and approval from City
Council on June 5, 2018.



CONCLUSION:
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission provide feedback on the prototype sign

and the overall design theme for the Citywide Wayfinding Sign Program.

Attachments:

1. PowerPoint Presented to City Council on 10/3/2017
2. Full-Sized “Proof” Sample
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Project Initiation, June 3, 2015 e Research
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* Multiple neighborhood meetings
e Preliminary design concepts

® Preliminary Sign locations

® Design Development

e City Reviews

JANUARY, 2016
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e City Council presentations

of 3 Research and Design
Concepts

PHASE 1 COMPLETE

DELIVERABLE:
® Phase 2 pending Council
Direction

PHASE 2
STARTS

SPRING/SUMMER
2017

DELIVERABLE:
® Phase 2 contract signed

* Phase 2 project initiation

® Three meetings with the
new City Team to restart,
review and confirm scope
and next steps.
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OVERVIEW

The purpose of the Signage and Wayfinding
Plan is to build awareness of the City of
Manhattan Beach through a comprehensive
and intuitive identification and waytfinding
system for visitors and residents.

PROJECT GOALS

 Build awareness of Manhattan Beach
and its destinations.

* Preserve the small town beach character.

e Create a unified visual language.

e Create a welcoming, intuitive, and
positive experience for residents and
visitors.

* Facilitate parking
e |dentify and eliminate sign clutter.

* Reinforce the history of Manhattan Beach
through storytelling.

* Design a unified and flexible system to
facilitate maintenance, repair,
reprogramming, and replacement.

* Integrate sustainable processes,

materials, and technologies for all elements.
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Design Options
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Concepts for Review:

1. Enhance the Existing: inspired by key elements from the existing
sign system.

2. Beach Classic: this option uses colors and materials that express
the culture and lifestyle of the Manhattan Beach community.

3. Modern: bright, bold colors and layered materials work together
to create a modern sign system.
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Concept 1—Option A (Blue)

MAXIMUM CLEARANCE 6'-9"
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Concept 1—Option B (White)
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Concept 1—Option C (Sea glass)
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Concept 1—Option A (Blue)
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Concept 2—Option A (Weathered Wood)
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