


























Agenda Item #: 

 

Staff Report   
City of Manhattan Beach 

  
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor Montgomery and Members of the City Council 
 
THROUGH: Richard Thompson, Interim City Manager 
 
FROM: Rod Uyeda, Chief of Police 

Robert Wadden, City Attorney 
Laurie Jester, Interim Community Development Director 
Andy Harrod, Lieutenant 
Jack Rydell, Traffic Engineer 

   
DATE: December 21, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: Consideration of Parking and Public Improvements Commission (PPIC) 

Recommendation for City Council 2009-2010 Work Plan Item to Implement an 
Oversized Vehicle Parking Permit Program through the Introduction of Ordinance 
No. 2139 Amending Chapter 14.36 to the Manhattan Beach Municipal Code and 
Ordinance No. 2140 Adding Chapter 14.46 to the Manhattan Beach Municipal 
Code. 

 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the City Council waive further reading and a) introduce Ordinance No. 
2139 amending Chapter 14.36 to the Manhattan Beach Municipal Code regarding detached 
trailer parking, and b) introduce Ordinance No. 2140 adding Chapter 14.46 to the Manhattan 
Beach Municipal Code regarding oversized vehicle (OV) parking. 
   
FISCAL IMPLICATION: 
The proposed ordinances will require signage at the entrances of the City at an estimated cost of 
$6,000 to $10,000; funds would be taken from the Council Contingency Fund which has an 
approximate balance of $82,950.  Recommended fees for annual City oversized vehicle 
registration and daily parking permits will offset ongoing costs to operate the program.  
Adoption of the ordinances will result in additional revenue from parking citations and 
impounds, but the amount of revenue is undeterminable at this time.  If approved, staff will 
return with a resolution to adopt the recommended fees. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The City Council, Police Department, and other City staff members receive complaints about 
traffic and parking each year.  The presence of oversized/recreational vehicles (including 
motorhomes, campers, boats, and trailers) is a recurring issue among these complaints.  Concerns 
include safety issues, reducing visibility of drivers when backing out of driveways and entering 
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intersections, child safety in reference to oversized vehicles parked near schools, loss of multiple 
parking spaces, and visual blight.   
 
Oversized vehicle parking was added to City Council's Work Plan for FY 2009/2010, and on 
March 2, 2010, City Council directed staff to work with the Parking and Public Improvements 
Commission (PPIC) to develop the details of an oversized vehicle ordinance and permit program 
and to return to City Council with final recommendations.   
 
The PPIC met on April 22, July 22, and August 26, 2010 to take comments from residents, 
discuss the various types of permit programs implemented in other cities, and develop the details 
of an ordinance and permit program for staff to bring back to City Council.  PPIC meetings were 
noticed in the Beach Reporter and announcements about the PPIC meetings were made at City 
Council and Planning Commission televised meetings. Meeting information was put on the City 
website and a notice soliciting resident feedback was distributed to residents and businesses in 
Manhattan Beach as a utility bill insert.  These notices were also placed at the Police Department 
front desk and the Finance and Community Development Department counters at City Hall.  
 
As of December 1, 2010, 72 written comments were received by City staff on this topic 
(Attachment D).  Fifty-three (53) were in support of oversized vehicle parking restrictions, 13 
were opposed, and six (6) shared general comments or questions about parking.  During the 
course of the PPIC community meetings, 25 residents spoke on the topic - 18 people opposed 
oversized vehicle parking restrictions and seven (7) were in support.   
 
It is estimated that there are more than 160 oversized vehicles registered in the City of 
Manhattan Beach.  A good majority of residents maintain their vehicles in private storage 
facilities and only drive them to their homes to prepare for excursions, or park their OVs on their 
private property.  Some residents consistently park their oversized vehicles on City streets near 
their homes; others park away from their homes around schools or parks or on Parkview Avenue. 
 Those who use public streets for long-term storage of their vehicle move their vehicle when it is 
marked for 72-hour parking or for street sweeping in order to avoid citation and storage fees.  
Privately owned parking lots are controlled by the property owner, and if an unauthorized OV is 
parked there, the property owner can have the OV cited or towed if properly posted.   
 
Some residents who own OVs and maintain them at off-site storage facilities do not want to be 
penalized with the imposition of additional registration and permit costs.  Other residents who 
maintain their oversized vehicles on City streets at or near their residence value the accessibility 
of their vehicles and believe that they may not be able to find or afford proximate storage 
facilities.  Staff researched available storage facilities in the South Bay (El Segundo, Torrance, 
Hawthorne, Gardena) and, depending on the length of the oversized vehicle, staff found storage 
facilities starting at around $150 per month for a 26' vehicle and around $170 per month for a 34' 
vehicle (prices varied depending on the amenities provided by the storage facility). 
 
Residents in support of oversized vehicle parking restrictions shared their objections to oversized 
vehicles parking on City streets.  Their concerns and frustrations include reduced roadway space 
for motorists (especially on narrow streets), oversized vehicles occupying multiple valuable 
parking spaces, safety concerns regarding line of sight of approaching traffic at intersections and 
driveways, and the visual blight. 
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Several cities in the Los Angeles area have implemented stricter regulations for oversized 
vehicles, including implementation of permit programs.  Torrance, Rancho Palos Verdes, 
Hawthorne, Culver City, Lakewood, Bellflower, Santa Monica, and Los Angeles (including the 
community of Venice) are among more than 20 cities in Los Angeles County to have oversized 
vehicle parking restrictions.  Redondo Beach City Council passed OV parking restrictions on 
September 7, 2010 and the Redondo Police Department anticipates enforcement will begin in 
Spring 2011. Neighboring cities El Segundo and Hermosa Beach are also exploring OV parking 
restrictions for their communities.  Currently, the majority of OVs parked on City streets belong 
to Manhattan Beach residents.  As more cities adopt oversized vehicle parking restrictions, it is 
possible that the number of non-resident oversized vehicles parking in our community may 
increase if we do not have any oversized vehicle parking restrictions. 
 
On August 26, 2010, the PPIC unanimously approved a Detached Trailer Parking Ordinance and 
a separate Oversized Vehicle Parking Program Ordinance.  
 
The proposed ordinances are anticipated to overcome the shortcomings of the City's existing 72-
hour parking restriction.  Manhattan Beach Municipal Code 14.36.060 titled, "Use of streets for 
storage of vehicles prohibited" states that "no person who owns or has possession, custody or 
control of any vehicle shall park such vehicle upon any street or alley for more than a 
consecutive period of seventy-two (72) hours."  The law is difficult to enforce and requires 
constant monitoring by Police staff to ensure that the vehicles are not exceeding the designated 
time limits.  Vehicle owners are often aware of the 72-hour grace period and move the vehicle 
within that time period, sometimes only a few feet, and other times to the opposite side of the 
street or around the corner.  The movement of vehicles every 72 hours is currently an endless 
cycle which allows vehicle owners trying to avoid a parking citation or vehicle impound a way 
to circumvent the City's 72-hour parking restrictions. 
 
The proposed ordinances balance the needs of residents who own oversized vehicles to load and 
unload for trips and accommodate for oversized vehicles of houseguests, while providing the 
Police Department an enforcement tool to effectively prevent long-term storage of oversized 
vehicles on public streets.   
 
Non-Motorized Vehicles Parking  
The proposed non-motorized vehicle ordinance is modeled after the cities of Hawthorne, 
Thousand Oaks, and Downey and prohibits all non-motorized vehicles (such as travel trailers, 
utility trailers, boats, and inoperable cars), regardless of their size, from parking on City streets 
unless the non-motorized vehicle is attached to a motor vehicle capable of providing the motive 
power for moving the non-motorized vehicle upon the highway, street, alley, public way or 
public place.  Exceptions may be allowed for loading/unloading or emergency repairs for up to 
eight hours.  (Attachment A - Ordinance 2139 amending M.B.M.C. Chapter 14.36.)  All trailers 
attached to motor vehicles will be required to get an oversized vehicle permit, as stipulated in the 
proposed ordinance outlined below.  
 
Oversized Vehicle Parking Program Ordinance  
The proposed oversize vehicle ordinance, modeled after the cities of Torrance, Rancho Palos 
Verdes, Signal Hill, and Lakewood (Attachment C), prohibits oversized vehicles (OV), defined 
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as a vehicle greater than 22 feet long or 7 feet wide or 8 feet high, or any type of trailer, from 
parking on City streets.  Exceptions will be made for oversized vehicle (OV) 
owners/renters/visitors who obtain a daily parking permit and for commercial vehicles actively 
engaged in making deliveries or providing services.  (Attachment B - Ordinance No. 2140 
adding new M.B.M.C. Chapter 14.46.) 
 

Daily Permits for Registered OVs 
Residents would register their oversized vehicle annually with the City by filling out an 
application and submitting proof of residency, vehicle registration, and proof of insurance. 
 Residents will receive a numbered vehicle registration sticker to display in their OV 
window each year.  Oversized vehicles will be registered to the Manhattan Beach 
residential address.   
 
Registered vehicles must display their registration sticker and activate a daily parking 
permit in order to park on City streets.  Daily parking permits may be purchased from the 
Police Department or Finance Department and will likely cost $1.00 per day and can be 
purchased in bundles of 24.  Permits, if not used, will not expire from year to year.  
Residents who wish to park their oversized vehicle on the street may do so for up to two 
(2) consecutive days in a 72-hour period by activating their pre-purchased daily paperless 
parking pass by calling the Police Department and providing their registration information 
and the date(s) they will be parked on the street. Residents may use up to 72 daily paperless 
parking permits each calendar year.   
 
Daily Permits for Visitors (Including Rental OVs) 
The ordinance also includes provisions for daily visitor permits, which are suitable for 
either OVs of guests or residents, as well as OVs rented by Manhattan Beach residents.  No 
more than two visitor permits can be issued to a Manhattan Beach address on consecutive 
days, with a maximum of 30 daily visitor permits in a calendar year.  Daily visitor permits 
will likely cost $5 per day and will likely need to be purchased and activated by the 
Manhattan Beach resident on behalf of their guest in person at the Police Department.   

 
Other Considerations 
Requiring an oversized vehicle owner to park within some proximity to one's home (i.e. in the 
curb space adjacent to one's home, within 200 feet, etc.) was discussed.  However, residents 
presented situations where parking near their home would be unavailable.  Based on residents' 
feedback, PPIC determined that this was not a necessary requirement because if a resident was 
only parking their OV for limited periods of time for purposes of loading and unloading for a 
trip, it is likely they would be motivated to park as close as possible to their home regardless of 
said restrictions.  Also, due to situations where parking is simply not available on a particular 
street or area, it would unfairly preclude certain oversized vehicle owners from parking their 
OVs for trip preparation and clean-up. 
 
Stricter oversized vehicle parking restrictions imposed in designated areas (i.e. around schools, 
parks, and community centers) were discussed.  It was discussed that, in order to handle resident 
concerns about safety and loss of parking spaces around schools, specific signage be posted on 
streets immediately adjacent to schools that restricts parking of any oversized vehicle, regardless 
of whether or not the oversized vehicle is registered and has a permit.  However, if the oversized 
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vehicle ban is adopted and is universal, then the daily oversized vehicle parking permit is limited 
to its own terms.  Therefore, the Chief of Police can administratively designate areas around 
schools, community centers, and parks where oversized vehicle parking is restricted regardless 
of a permit, without posting specific signage around schools.  Information about restricted 
parking areas will be posted on the City website and will be included in the packet residents 
receive upon registering their oversized vehicle.  If specific areas continue to be problematic, 
signs can be posted in those specific areas to address those specific needs. 
 
PPIC felt it was important that enforcement was consistent and proactive and not just complaint 
driven, as complaint driven enforcement often pits neighbor against neighbor.  For this reason, 
the Commission placed great importance on the enforceability of the ordinance.  Parking 
enforcement officers are on duty from 5:30 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. and will be primarily responsible 
for enforcement of the ordinance.  Parking Enforcement Officers will be directed to confirm valid 
daily parking passes when they come across an OV and are not en route to an urgent call.  They 
will also follow up with any complaint calls received from residents and monitor areas where 
parking is expressly prohibited (i.e. immediately adjacent to schools, community centers, parks, 
and other areas the Chief of Police deems appropriate due to safety concerns).  Patrol officers and 
traffic officers will assist in enforcement when the parking enforcement officers are unavailable, 
and will be expected to issue citations for observed violations.     
 
Enforcement 
In order to enforce the provisions of the new ordinances in compliance with the California 
Vehicle Code, signs will need to be posted at all entrances to the City (examples of signs from 
neighboring cities are included in Attachment E).  Staff anticipates approximately 60 signs; the 
majority of signs will be able to collocate on existing street sign poles.   
 

An OV parked on City streets without a daily permit would be in violation of the ordinance, and 
for each day the vehicle was parked on City streets without a permit, is subject to citation.  The 
Police Department will develop guidelines for when an oversized vehicle may be towed, 
including multiple OV parking violations and parking in designated areas such as adjacent to 
schools, community centers, and parks.  In Manhattan Beach, parking citations are $45, and go 
up with the City resolution of fees.  PPIC (with a 3-2 vote) recommended that the oversized 
vehicle parking citations be three times the standard parking citation price, which would 
currently be $135.  Most cities we surveyed kept their standard citation price.  Cities that 
charged a higher price for oversized vehicle parking violations in order to encourage compliance 
include Torrance ($133), Bellflower ($70), and Signal Hill ($65).  The Commissioners felt that 
the citation needed to be high enough to deter people from attempting to elude enforcement by 
not registering their vehicle or getting daily parking permits.  Staff has spoken with a few OV 
owners who routinely store their OV on City streets who stated that they would rather pay an 
occasional parking citation than to pay for vehicle storage offsite.  However, with the proposed 
ordinance, staff will be able to cite daily for OV violations and believes that this will serve as a 
sufficient deterrent.  For this reason, staff recommends keeping the standard citation rate and, if 
compliance appears to be problematic, increase the fines as needed. 
 
Staff would use a variety of methods to notify the public of the adopted ordinances, including 
posting information on the City website, printing information in the City newsletter, and 
including an insert in utility bills.  If the proposed ordinance is approved, staff recommends 
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enforcement begin on April 4, 2011 to allow OV owners time to find adequate off-street storage 
and acclimate to the OV parking permit process.   
 
Cost Recovery via Registration and Permit Program Fees 
PPIC recommended that the fees for the program cover the costs of operating the program.    
Staff proposes a first year vehicle registration fee of $35 and an annual renewal fee of $15 
thereafter.  Fees collected for annual City OV registration, coupled with the daily resident and 
visitor parking passes, will recover the cost to administer day-to-day operations of the program.  
Replacement registration stickers (in case of loss, theft, excessive fading, etc.) will be charged to 
the vehicle owner at cost (around $5).  A resident who wishes to utilize the maximum number of 
daily permits would expend $107 to park 72 days out of the year in their first year, and $87 in 
subsequent years for the life of the oversized vehicle.  An OV owner wishing to park their 
vehicle two days a month, or 24 times a year, would expend $59 in their first year and $39 in 
subsequent years.   The OV owner who rarely parks their OV in Manhattan Beach, for example 4 
days a year, would expend $39 their first year and $19 in subsequent years; or, they may opt not 
to register their OV and instead use the visitor/guest permits for a cost of $5 per day.  
 
CONCLUSION: 
Staff recommends that the City Council waive further reading and introduce Ordinance No. 2139 
amending Chapter 14.36 to the Manhattan Beach Municipal Code regarding detached trailer 
parking, and introduce Ordinance No. 2140 adding Chapter 14.46 to the Manhattan Beach 
Municipal Code regarding oversized vehicle parking. 
 
If the proposed ordinances are approved, the Police Department will continue to work with City 
Attorney's Office, Community Development Department, Public Works Department, and the 
Finance Department to implement the oversized vehicle parking program. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

A. Detached Trailer Parking Ordinance (No. 2139, M.B.M.C. Chapter 14.36) 
B. Oversized Vehicle Parking Ordinance (No. 2140, M.B.M.C. Chapter 14.46) 
C. Summary of Local Oversized Vehicle Parking Restrictions 
D. Public Correspondence and E-mails 
E. Sample "No Parking" Signs from Other Cities 
F. City Council Staff Report dated March 2, 2010 
G. City Council Staff Minutes dated March 2, 2010 
H. PPIC Staff Reports (without attachments) and Minutes dated April 22, 2010, July 22, 

2010, and August 26, 2010  






























































































































































































































































































































