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Staff Report   
City of Manhattan Beach 

  
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor Montgomery and Members of the City Council 
 
THROUGH:  David N. Carmany, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Richard Thompson, Director of Community Development 
  Angelica Ochoa, Assistant Planner 
 
DATE:  May 17, 2011 
 
SUBJECT:             Consideration of City Council 2011-2012 Work Plan Item to Amend the 

Zoning Code to Remove a Required Pubic Hearing for Properties to be 
Designated as Culturally Significant Landmarks as Recommended by the 
Planning Commission  

______________________________________________________________________________
   
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the City Council conduct the public hearing, waive further reading, and 
introduce Ordinance No. 2143 to amend the Zoning Code to remove a required public hearing 
for properties to be designated as Culturally Significant Landmarks. 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATION: 
Currently, there is no fee required to designate a property culturally significant and all 
administration is handled by current staffing levels.  If the required public hearing is eliminated, no 
notice would be required.  Therefore, staff would save money on publication, mailing and postage 
fees.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
The City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2089 on September 5, 2006, establishing Chapter 10.86 
Culturally Significant Landmarks (Exhibit A), to recognize properties of cultural significance 
without depriving property owners of their rights to develop.  The designation process is voluntary 
on behalf of the property owner.  Per Section 10.86.040 of Chapter 10.86, the procedure to 
designate a property culturally significant includes an application, brief description of the site, and 
the reasons why it is culturally significant.  Within ninety (90) days, a scheduled public hearing and 
notice to property owners within five hundred (500) feet is required by City staff for consideration 
by the City Council.  The City Council has designated 10 culturally significant properties in the 
City of Manhattan Beach since the adoption of the ordinance.   
 
The City Council requested that staff amend the current code to eliminate the need for a public 
hearing prior to designating a home a cultural significant landmark, as part of the 2011-2012 City 
Council work plan adopted on March 1, 2011.   The subject item went to the Planning Commission 
for consideration on April 13, 2011. 
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DISCUSSION: 
At its regular meeting of April 13, 2011, (Exhibit C), the Planning Commission held a public 
hearing, discussed the item and received public input.  After public comment was received, the 
Planning Commission adopted PC Resolution No. 11-05 (Exhibit B), that recommends amending 
Section 10.86.040, Procedure for Designation of Culturally Significant Landmarks of the 
Municipal Code, to eliminate the need for a public hearing.  The changes are reflected as 
underline/strikeout text in the attached Resolution (PC No. 11-05).  Additionally, staff is  
recommending amending Section 10.86.080, Removal of Designation of Culturally Significant 
Landmark, to eliminate a required public hearing to be consistent with the designation process. 
The Planning Commission felt that eliminating the need for a public hearing saves staff 
preparation time, streamlines the process, and therefore is a benefit in designating properties 
culturally significant in the City.  This change will also bring awareness to the community of 
more cultural significant properties as the designation process will be more efficient.   Staff feels 
that this change will alleviate delays and move the process of designating properties more 
quickly.  Also, the Manhattan Beach Cultural Heritage Conservancy provides sufficient outreach 
and awareness to the community through brochures, meetings, letters to residents and the City’s 
website.     
 
In considering future applications for designating properties culturally significant, if the 
amendment is approved by the City Council, the application would not require a noticed City 
Council public hearing.  Any future designations would require a staff report and be considered 
under General Business item at a public meeting held by the City Council. Thus, the public 
would still have the opportunity to comment on any property being considered to be designated 
culturally significant. 
 
Also, the Planning Commission approved to adding the Manhattan Beach Cultural Heritage 
Conservancy, which is the formal name of the Landmark Task Force, to review and comment on 
applications of properties being designated.  This group was appointed by the City Council on 
November 8, 2006 to increase public awareness and appreciation of the City’s cultural heritage.  
This change will provide notice to this group, as well as the Manhattan Beach Historical Society 
as currently required, or any future local historical group.  The Planning Commission recognized 
the Manhattan Beach Cultural Heritage Conservancy for identifying historical structures in the 
City, helping the community with the processing of designating properties and bringing cultural 
awareness to the residents.   
 
A notice to consider the removal of the required public hearing for culturally significant 
landmarks was published with a ¼ page ad in the Beach Reporter on May 5, 2011.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: 
Pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the Manhattan Beach CEQA 
Guidelines, the subject amendments are exempt in that they are covered by the general rule that 
CEQA [Section 15061 (3)] only applies to projects which have the potential for causing a significant 
effect on the environment, and since it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the 
activity will have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.   
 
CONCLUSION: 
Staff recommends that the City Council consider and approve a Zoning Code Amendment to 
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Chapter 10.86, Section 10.86.040 (Procedure for Designation of Culturally Significant 
Landmark) and Section 10.86.080 (Removal of Designation As A Culturally Significant 
Landmark) and introduce Ordinance No. 2143 for the removal of a required pubic hearing for 
properties to be designated as culturally significant landmarks in the City of Manhattan Beach 
and add the Manhattan Beach Cultural Heritage Conservancy to review and comment on 
applications for consideration of culturally significant properties. 
 
 
 
EXHIBITS: 
 A. Ordinance 2143, Cultural Significant Landmark   

B.  Resolution PC No. 11-05 
C.  PC Staff report and related attachments – 04/13/2011 
D.  Chapter 10.86, Culturally Significant Landmark 

  
 
cc:  Jan Dennis, Manhattan Beach Cultural Heritage Conservancy 
       Manhattan Beach Historical Society 
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