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Staff Report   
City of Manhattan Beach 

  

 

TO:  Honorable Mayor Tell and Members of the City Council 

 

FROM: David N. Carmany, City Manager 

 

DATE: October 4, 2011 

 

SUBJECT: Consideration of Request for the City to Reinstitute Membership in the National 

League of Cities ($3,258); Consideration of Request for a Sponsorship of the 

Manhattan Beach Education Foundation TEDx Program ($2,500) 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the City Council consider two budget requests: 1) that the City reinstitute its 

membership in the National League of Cities for a two year period at a total cost of $3,258 and 2) 

that the City co-sponsor, at a total cost of $2,500, the Manhattan Beach Education Foundation’s 

TEDx Program. 

 

FISCAL IMPLICATION: 
Neither the membership nor the sponsorship are budgeted.  Funds are available in the City Council 

Contingency account to cover both expenditures.  If these requests are approved, the account will 

have a balance of $44,242. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

The City was a dues-paying member of the National League of Cities until 2007, when the 

membership was discontinued as a cost cutting measure.  

 

The City of Manhattan Beach always has supported endeavors to improve local education.  This is 

an opportunity to continue to demonstrate that support by sponsoring the TEDx program of the 

Manhattan Beach Education Foundation. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

Councilmember Montgomery has requested that the City re-join the National League of Cities. The 

National League of Cities provides a number of programs and services which assist cities in 

addressing a wide range of common issues (see Attachment) as well as providing the opportunity 

to promote our community (including the possibility of hosting a National League of Cities event). 

The normal annual membership cost for a city the size of Manhattan Beach would be $3,258. 

However, the National League of Cities is presently offering a reduced membership fee for two 

years that is commensurate with the one year fee, making the effective cost $1,629 per year.  
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Councilmember Powell has asked that the City Council consider sponsorship of the TEDx 

program.  TED is a nonprofit devoted to “Ideas Worth Spreading.”  It started out in 1984 as a 

conference bringing together people from three worlds: Technology, Entertainment, Design.  The 

TEDx program is designed to give communities, organizations and individuals the opportunity to 

stimulate dialogue through TED-like experiences at the local level.  TEDx events are fully 

planned and coordinated independently, on a community-by-community basis.   The Manhattan 

Beach Education Foundation is working in conjunction with TEDx Manhattan Beach, to organize 

a day-long event on Oct 22, to talk about education and its future. The idea is to get the “best and 

brightest” to come together to evaluate the current education model, to deconstruct it, question it 

and hopefully spark ideas for the future of education.  The event will be held October 22, 2011 

from 9:00 AM - 5:30 PM at the Manhattan Beach Middle School Multi-Purpose Room. 

 

 

Attachment: National League of Cities Membership Benefits 

http://www.ted.com/tedx%20%3Chttp:/www.ted.com/tedx%3E





