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City of Manhattan Beach 

  
 
TO:  Mayor Tell and the Honorable Members of the City Council 
 
THROUGH: David N. Carmany, City Manager 
 
FROM: Eve R. Irvine, Chief of Police 
 
DATE: September 20, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: Adoption of an Ordinance Amending Municipal Code Section 5.48.330 Regulating 

Leaf Blowers and Section 1.04.010 to Allow Violations of the Municipal Code to 
Be Charged as Either Misdemeanors or Infractions. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the City Council adopt Ordinance No. 2153 amending Manhattan Beach 
Municipal Code Section 5.48.330 to make operation of a leaf blower a misdemeanor and Section 
1.04.010 to allow violations of the Municipal Code to be prosecuted as either a misdemeanor or an 
infraction. 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATION: 
Staff does not anticipate any significant fiscal impact. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
At the September 6, 2011, City Council meeting, City Council waived further reading and 
introduced Ordinance No. 2153 amending Manhattan Beach Municipal Code Section 5.48.330 to 
make operation of a leaf blower a misdemeanor and Section 1.04.010 to allow violations of the 
Municipal Code to be prosecuted as either a misdemeanor or an infraction.  Currently, operation of 
leaf blowers results in an infraction, unless the person has been convicted twice previously of 
operating a leaf blower, at which point he or she is charged with a misdemeanor.  This creates 
bookkeeping and enforcement difficulties which have challenged enforcement efforts.  The 
proposed ordinance simplifies the process by making operation of leaf blowers punishable as a 
misdemeanor.     
 
The proposed ordinance also amends the general penalty provisions (Section 1.04.010) to include a 
wobbler provision which allows the enforcement agency to cite or charge a misdemeanor offense 
as an infraction if, in the judgment of the enforcement agency, circumstances warrant the lesser 
charge.  It also includes clarifying language which provides clear enforcement authority with 
respect to conditions of approval for permits beyond just revocation. 
 
Attachment(s)       A:  Ordinance No. 2153  
        B:  September 6, 2011 Staff Report to City Council introducing Ordinance 2153 


















