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Staff Report   
City of Manhattan Beach 

  
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor Tell and Members of the City Council 
 
THROUGH: Jim Arndt, Director of Public Works 
 
FROM: Steve Finton, City Engineer 
  Ish Medrano, Project Manager 
 
DATE: August 2, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: Consideration to Authorize the Director of Public Works to Award a Design 

Services Contract to Andresen Architects, Inc. for the Joslyn Center, Manhattan 
Heights Community Center, and Begg Pool Improvement Project ($128,900.00)    

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that City Council pass a motion to authorize the Director of Public Works to 
award a contract in the amount of $128,900.00 to Andresen Architects, Inc. for the Joslyn Center, 
Manhattan Heights Community Center, and Begg Pool Improvement Project. 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATION: 
 

Budget  
Joslyn Center Renovation                                             CIP 11841E $718,000.00
Manhattan Heights Renovation                                                       CIP 11842E $508,000.00
Begg Pool Renovation                                                                     CIP 
11843E 

$706,000.00

 $1,932,000.00
Anticipated Expenditures 

Design Contract (Andresen Architects, Inc.) $  128,900.00
ESTIMATED FUND BALANCE Available for Construction $1,803,100.00

 
BACKGROUND: 
The three facilities were constructed over 40 years ago and are deteriorated due to age and heavy 
use.  

• Joslyn Center, 1601 Valley Drive 
Built in 1964, Joslyn Center consists of a main hall/auditorium, kitchen, dance studio, 
theatrical stage and administrative offices. Joslyn currently houses the majority of the 
Senior Adult programs. 
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• Manhattan Heights Community Center, 1600 Manhattan Beach Boulevard 

Built in 1968, Manhattan Heights Community Center serves the senior community and 
teen communities at large. 
 

• Begg Pool, 1402 Peck Avenue 
Estimated to have been built in the mid 1940’s, this site consists of the pool, locker room, 
and mobile office. Begg Pool is owned by the Manhattan Beach Unified School District, 
and operated under agreement by both the School District and the City of Manhattan 
Beach.  

 
At its February 1, 2011 meeting, City Council directed staff to move ahead with improvements 
to the three facilities, including deferred maintenance items.  The project will focus on repairing 
and upgrading the deteriorated facilities and providing ADA compliance.  The improvements 
proposed are as follows: 
 

Joslyn Center    
1. Aesthetically enhance front lobby. 
2. Update existing restroom to ADA compliance and enhanced ventilation. 
3. Complete remodel of kitchen (420 square feet) including new appliances and flooring. 
4. Northeast room new entrance with new wall partitions. 
5. Stage refurbishments – curtains and flooring. 
6. New flooring throughout facility. 
7. New entry doors to auditorium. 
8. Complete removal of existing HVAC and installation of new HVAC including ducting. 
 
Manhattan Heights Community Center   
1. Complete remodel of kitchen (315 square feet) including new appliances and flooring. 
2. Update existing restrooms to ADA compliance. 
3. Install facility-wide audio. 
4. Install new room dividers 
 
Teen Center 
5. Cabinet replacements throughout. 
6. Create new storage area. 
7. New ventilation system and sound-proofing. 
8. New acoustical ceiling tiles and T-bar grid system. 
9. Remove and replace wood trim all around windows. 
 
Auditorium 
10. Create new storage area within facility. 
11. Create new storage room for auditorium audio/video equipment. 
12. Install new overhead project/screen system. 
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Begg Pool
1. Remove existing shower system and install new shower system with privacy partitions. 
2. Install new lockers. 
3. Update existing restroom to ADA compliance. 
4. New lighting throughout facility. 
5. Create new storage area. 
6. Create drainage efficiency outside. 
7. Remove and replace windows. 
8. Install new fans. 
9. Install new roofing. 

 
DISCUSSION:  
 
A Request for Proposals (RFP) was prepared by staff and issued to the following architects: 
 

1. JDBA Planning 
2. Narduli Studio 
3. Bartosik and Telford 
4. Trotter Building Designs, Inc. 
5. Tomaro Design Group – Architecture Division 
6. RM Architecture 
7. Andresen Architects, Inc. 
8. MDM Architects, LLP 
9. JV Architecture 
10. Sparano + Mooney Architecture, Inc. 
11. Rowley International 
12. FWA (Frank R Webb Architects) 

 
On May 13, 2011, a mandatory facility walk-through meeting was held with the proposing 
architects. Comments from the architects and further discussion with City Building Officials 
indicated that the scope of the project must be modified as follows: 
  

1. For restroom occupancy issues, full compliance with the code is required. 
2. For ADA improvements, full compliance with the code is required. 
3. Full compliance with new fire code is required requiring that fire sprinklers be installed. 
4. Handicapped parking must be provided at all facilities. 
5. Both kitchens (Joslyn and Manhattan Heights) shall be full commercial kitchens.  The 

use of both kitchens is to host cooking classes and to serve 50 or more people. 
6. Storage areas at Manhattan Heights will be generated within the existing footprint of the 

facility.  There will be no room extensions or additions. 
7. In Rooms 6 and 7 at Manhattan Heights, windows will be replaced, interior and exterior 

will be repainted and any damaged wood trim will be replaced. 
8. The Begg Pool locker room shall be fully compliant and be provided with full ADA 

accessibility from the parking lot to the locker room and from the locker room to the pool 
Begg Pool is owned by the Manhattan Beach School District and all approvals must 
involve the State Architect. 
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On Friday, June 3, 2011, the City received proposals from the following five firms: 
 

1. RM Architecture 
2. Andresen Architects, Inc. 
3. MDM Architects, LLP 
4. JV Architecture 
5. Sparano + Mooney Architecture, Inc. 

 
City staff evaluated the proposals and ranked the firms based on qualifications and approach.  
Based on these criteria, the top three firms were invited to make presentations to staff.  The three 
firms selected were: 
 

1. RM Architecture 
2. Andresen Architects, Inc. 
3. MDM Architects, LLP 
 

Following presentations by the three firms on July 18, 2011, staff concluded that the team, 
design approach and project timeline proposed by Andresen Architects, Inc. were the most 
appropriate for the project. Consequently, staff recommends that the design contract be awarded 
to Andresen Architects, Inc. in the net amount of $128,900.00. 
 
School District Participation 
School District staff has been consulted regarding improvements at the Begg Pool locker room.  
They will be included in the design and construction scheduling process.  
 
Project Schedule 
Staff expects that plans for the project will be completed and ready for bidding by November 
2011, with construction to follow in early 2012. 
 
 
Attachments:   

1) Map of Project Locations 
2) Agreement Contract Documents 

 
  xc: Henry Mitzner, Controller 
 Jeanne D. O’Brien, Accountant 
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