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Staff Report   
City of Manhattan Beach 

  

 

TO:                 Honorable Mayor Montgomery and Members of the City Council 

 

THROUGH:   David N. Carmany, City Manager 

 

FROM:           Vince Mastrosimone, Senior Management Analyst 

 

DATE:            June 21, 2011 

 

SUBJECT:     Consideration of a Building Code Enforcement Evaluation Report prepared by the 

Insurance Services Office (ISO) 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the City Council receive and file the Building Code Enforcement Evaluation 

Report prepared by ISO and dated March 9, 2011 

 

FISCAL IMPLICATION: 

There are no direct fiscal implications associated with the recommended action. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

ISO is an independent, for profit, agency which provides the property/casualty insurance industry 

with statistical and rating information on a community’s building code adoption and enforcement 

services.  It analyzes the data and assigns a Building Code Effectiveness Classification to a City 

which may be used by the insurance industry to set rates. The assessments emphasize the mitigation 

of losses from natural hazards, such as earthquakes, windstorms, or floods. The ISO rating relates to 

earthquake or flood insurance. The concept is agencies with well-enforced, up-to-date codes should 

demonstrate better loss/mitigation experience, and insurance rates can reflect that – if an insurance 

company chooses to use the Building Code Effectiveness rating. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

ISO conducts its assessments every five years. This assessment was performed on March 9, 2011. 

Cities are rated on a scale of 1 to 10 with1 being best. Ratings are given in two areas, residential 

and commercial/industrial. The assessment requires extensive evaluation of service indicators such 

as staff training, staff certifications as well as building permit and plan review statistics. 

 

The City of Manhattan Beach Building Division received a rating of 2 for its residential program 

and a 2 for its commercial/industrial program. The City received a total of 86.16 points for both 

residential and commercial/industrial out of a possible 100 points.  This compares favorably to the 

rating the received in 2006 when the rating was 67.80 for residential and 66.57 for 

commercial/industrial. The 2006 Building Code Effectiveness Classification was 4 in both areas. 

According to the information available, the City of El Segundo is rated a 2, Redondo Beach (2005) 

a 9 and Hermosa Beach is not rated. 
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Your attention is directed to Table 6-1 of the report.  It details the points our City earned during the 

most recent survey as well as the points earned in the previous survey including a comparison of the 

two. The most significant area of improvement was in Section 1 – Administration of Codes. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:    Building Code Enforcement Evaluation Report, March 9, 2011 
 








































































































