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Staff Report   
City of Manhattan Beach 

  
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor Montgomery and Members of the City Council 
 
THROUGH:  David N. Carmany, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Richard Thompson, Director of Community Development 
  Angelica Ochoa, Assistant Planner 
 
DATE:  June 7, 2011 
 
SUBJECT:             Adoption of Ordinance No. 2143 to Amend the Zoning Code to Remove 

Required Public Hearing for Properties to be Designated as Culturally 
Significant Landmarks. 

______________________________________________________________________________
   
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the City Council adopt Ordinance No. 2143. 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATION: 
Currently, there is no fee required to designate a property culturally significant and all 
administration is handled by current staffing levels.  If the required public hearing is eliminated, no 
notice would be required.  Therefore, staff would save money on publication, mailing and postage 
fees.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
On May 17, 2011, the City Council reviewed the Planning Commissions recommendations to 
revise the Culturally Significant Landmark Ordinance to not require a public hearing for properties 
to be designated as historical landmarks.  After receiving public input, discussing the proposed 
revisions, the City Council introduced Ordinance No. 2143 and scheduled the second reading and 
adoption for the June 7, 2011 City Council meeting.   
 
CONCLUSION: 
The proposed revisions to the Cultural Significant Landmark regulations are intended to meet the 
City Council’s goal of providing cultural awareness and appreciation to the residents.  The 
proposed language streamlines the designation process and makes it more efficient.  Also, the 
Manhattan Beach Cultural Heritage Conservancy provides community outreach through 
brochures, meetings, letters to residents and the City’s website.  Staff recommends that the City 
Council adopt Ordinance No. 2143. 
 
EXHIBITS: 
 A.  Draft Ordinance No. 2143 
 B.  City Council staff reports and related attachments – 05/17/11 



ORDINANCE NO. 2143

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
MANHATTAN BEACH AMENDING TITLE 10, CHAPTER 10.86,
CULTURAL SIGNIFICANT LANDMARKS OF THE MANHATtAN BEACH
MUNICIPAL CODE (MBMC) FOR REMOVAL OF A REQUIRED PUBLIC
HEARING FOR PROPERTIES TO BE DESIGNATED CULTURALLY
SIGNIFICANT LANDMARKS

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH, CALIFORNIA, DOES
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. The City Council hereby makes the following findings:

A. The City Council adopted Historical Ordinance No. 2089 on September 6, 2006 to
recognize properties of local, historical or architectural significance; and,

B. The City Council established a procedure to designate culturally significant landmarks by the
owner of record of any property within City boundaries which requires a public hearing prior to
designation; and,

C. The City Council directed staff to amend Chapter 10.86, Section 10.86.040, Procedure for
Designation of Culturally Significant Landmarks, of Title 10 of the Municipal Code to eliminate
the need for a required public heating prior to designating a property culturally significant as
part of the 2011-2012 City Council Work Plan and,

D The Planning Commission held a public hearing on April 13, 2011 to review amendments to
Chapter 10.86, Section 10.86.040, Procedure for Designation of Culturally Significant
Landmarks of Title 10 of the Municipal Code to remove the need for a required public hearing
for designating a property culturally significant and adopted Resolution No. PC 11-05
recommending approval to the City Council. All future property designations would be
considered at a public meeting held by the City Council where the public would have the
opportunity to comment.

E. On May 17, 2011, the City Council held a public hearing, considered the Planning Commission
Recommendation and introduced Ordinance No. 2143 for approval of the Amendments.

F. Pursuant to Califomia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the Manhattan Beach CEQA
Guidelines, the subject amendments are exempt in that they are covered by the general rule
that CEQA [Section 15061 (3)] only applies to projects which have the potential for causing a
significant effect on the environment, and since it can be seen with certainty that there is no
possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not
subject to CEQA.

SECTION 2. The City Council of the City of Manhattan Beach hereby modifies
Chapter 10.86, Section 10.86.040 of the Manhattan Beach Municipal Code by revising as follows:

Section 10.86.040 Procedure For Designation of Culturally Significant Landmark

The owner of record of any property (or, with regard to publicly owned properties, any Manhattan Beachresident) within City boundaries may apply to the Director of Community Development or his or her
designee for that property to be designated as a Culturally Significant Landmark on a form developed bythe Community Development Department for the purpose. The application shall identify the property,
shall contain a brief description of the site, building structure or significant horticultural development, the
reasons why the site is considered culturally significant and a discussion of any request for signage
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Ord. 2143

memonalizing the designation. A copy of any such application shall be forwarded to the Manhattan
Beach Historical Society and Manhattan Beach Cultural Heritage Conservancy, or the current local
historical group recognized by the City, which shall be invited to formally comment on the application.
Within ninety (90) days of receipt of the application City staff shall schedule a public meeting by the City
Council to consider any such application. The decision of the City Council shall be final with regard to
any such application.

SECTION 3. The City Council of the City of Manhattan Beach hereby modifies Chapter
10.86, Section 10.86.080 of the Manhattan Beach Municipal Code by revising as follows:

Section 10.86.080 Removal of Designation As A Culturally Significant Landmark

The owner of a designated culturally significant site may, at any time, apply to have the designation
removed. The property owner shall file a written statement with the Director of Community Development or
his or her designee setting forth the reasons for the request for removal. Any such removal shall require an
action by the City Council at a public meeting.

SECTION 4. If any sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason
held to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the
remaining provisions of this Ordinance. The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed this
Ordinance and each sentence, clause or phrase thereof irrespective of the fact that any one or more
sentences, clauses or phrases be declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid.

SECTION 5. Any provisions of the Manhattan Beach Municipal Code, or appendices
thereto, or any other Ordinance of the City, to the extent that they are inconsistent with this Ordinance,
and no further, are hereby repealed.

SECTION 6. This Ordinance shalt go into effect and be in full force and operation from
and after thirty days after its final passage and adoption.

SECTION 7. The City Clerk shall cause this Ordinance or a summary thereof to be
published and, if appropriate, posted, as provided by law. Any summary shall be published and a
certified copy of the full text of this Ordinance posted in the Office of the City Clerk at least five (5) days
prior to the City Council meeting at which this Ordinance is to be adopted. Within fifteen (15) days after
the adoption of this Ordinance, the City Clerk shall cause a summary to be published with the names of
those City Council members voting for and against this Ordinance and shall post in the Office of the
City Clerk a certified copy of the full text of this Ordinance along with the names of those City Council
members voting for and against the Ordinance.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 7th day of June, 2011.

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Mayor, City of Manhattan Beach, California

ATTEST:

City Clerk

APPpVED AS TO FORM:

ByQ1
Ity Attorney
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Staff Report   
City of Manhattan Beach 

  
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor Montgomery and Members of the City Council 
 
THROUGH:  David N. Carmany, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Richard Thompson, Director of Community Development 
  Angelica Ochoa, Assistant Planner 
 
DATE:  May 17, 2011 
 
SUBJECT:             Consideration of City Council 2011-2012 Work Plan Item to Amend the 

Zoning Code to Remove a Required Pubic Hearing for Properties to be 
Designated as Culturally Significant Landmarks as Recommended by the 
Planning Commission  

______________________________________________________________________________
   
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the City Council conduct the public hearing, waive further reading, and 
introduce Ordinance No. 2143 to amend the Zoning Code to remove a required public hearing 
for properties to be designated as Culturally Significant Landmarks. 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATION: 
Currently, there is no fee required to designate a property culturally significant and all 
administration is handled by current staffing levels.  If the required public hearing is eliminated, no 
notice would be required.  Therefore, staff would save money on publication, mailing and postage 
fees.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
The City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2089 on September 5, 2006, establishing Chapter 10.86 
Culturally Significant Landmarks (Exhibit A), to recognize properties of cultural significance 
without depriving property owners of their rights to develop.  The designation process is voluntary 
on behalf of the property owner.  Per Section 10.86.040 of Chapter 10.86, the procedure to 
designate a property culturally significant includes an application, brief description of the site, and 
the reasons why it is culturally significant.  Within ninety (90) days, a scheduled public hearing and 
notice to property owners within five hundred (500) feet is required by City staff for consideration 
by the City Council.  The City Council has designated 10 culturally significant properties in the 
City of Manhattan Beach since the adoption of the ordinance.   
 
The City Council requested that staff amend the current code to eliminate the need for a public 
hearing prior to designating a home a cultural significant landmark, as part of the 2011-2012 City 
Council work plan adopted on March 1, 2011.   The subject item went to the Planning Commission 
for consideration on April 13, 2011. 

EXHIBIT B
CC MTG 6-7-11



    Agenda Item #: 
 

Page 2 

DISCUSSION: 
At its regular meeting of April 13, 2011, (Exhibit C), the Planning Commission held a public 
hearing, discussed the item and received public input.  After public comment was received, the 
Planning Commission adopted PC Resolution No. 11-05 (Exhibit B), that recommends amending 
Section 10.86.040, Procedure for Designation of Culturally Significant Landmarks of the 
Municipal Code, to eliminate the need for a public hearing.  The changes are reflected as 
underline/strikeout text in the attached Resolution (PC No. 11-05).  Additionally, staff is  
recommending amending Section 10.86.080, Removal of Designation of Culturally Significant 
Landmark, to eliminate a required public hearing to be consistent with the designation process. 
The Planning Commission felt that eliminating the need for a public hearing saves staff 
preparation time, streamlines the process, and therefore is a benefit in designating properties 
culturally significant in the City.  This change will also bring awareness to the community of 
more cultural significant properties as the designation process will be more efficient.   Staff feels 
that this change will alleviate delays and move the process of designating properties more 
quickly.  Also, the Manhattan Beach Cultural Heritage Conservancy provides sufficient outreach 
and awareness to the community through brochures, meetings, letters to residents and the City’s 
website.     
 
In considering future applications for designating properties culturally significant, if the 
amendment is approved by the City Council, the application would not require a noticed City 
Council public hearing.  Any future designations would require a staff report and be considered 
under General Business item at a public meeting held by the City Council. Thus, the public 
would still have the opportunity to comment on any property being considered to be designated 
culturally significant. 
 
Also, the Planning Commission approved to adding the Manhattan Beach Cultural Heritage 
Conservancy, which is the formal name of the Landmark Task Force, to review and comment on 
applications of properties being designated.  This group was appointed by the City Council on 
November 8, 2006 to increase public awareness and appreciation of the City’s cultural heritage.  
This change will provide notice to this group, as well as the Manhattan Beach Historical Society 
as currently required, or any future local historical group.  The Planning Commission recognized 
the Manhattan Beach Cultural Heritage Conservancy for identifying historical structures in the 
City, helping the community with the processing of designating properties and bringing cultural 
awareness to the residents.   
 
A notice to consider the removal of the required public hearing for culturally significant 
landmarks was published with a ¼ page ad in the Beach Reporter on May 5, 2011.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: 
Pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the Manhattan Beach CEQA 
Guidelines, the subject amendments are exempt in that they are covered by the general rule that 
CEQA [Section 15061 (3)] only applies to projects which have the potential for causing a significant 
effect on the environment, and since it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the 
activity will have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.   
 
CONCLUSION: 
Staff recommends that the City Council consider and approve a Zoning Code Amendment to 
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Chapter 10.86, Section 10.86.040 (Procedure for Designation of Culturally Significant 
Landmark) and Section 10.86.080 (Removal of Designation As A Culturally Significant 
Landmark) and introduce Ordinance No. 2143 for the removal of a required pubic hearing for 
properties to be designated as culturally significant landmarks in the City of Manhattan Beach 
and add the Manhattan Beach Cultural Heritage Conservancy to review and comment on 
applications for consideration of culturally significant properties. 
 
 
 
EXHIBITS: 
 A. Ordinance 2143, Cultural Significant Landmark   

B.  Resolution PC No. 11-05 
C.  PC Staff report and related attachments – 04/13/2011 
D.  Chapter 10.86, Culturally Significant Landmark 

  
 
cc:  Jan Dennis, Manhattan Beach Cultural Heritage Conservancy 
       Manhattan Beach Historical Society 
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