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Agenda Item #_________________________

Staff Report
City of Manhattan Beach

TO: Honorable Mayor Montgomery and Members of the City Council

THROUGH: Richard Thompson, Interim City Manager

FROM: Richard Gill, Director of Parks and Recre on
Juanita Pumer, Cultural Arts Manager

DATE: October 5, 2010

SUBJECT: Consideration of Purchasing Sculptures from the 2009 City Of Manhattan Beach
Sculpture Garden

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the City Council discuss the possibility of purchasing sculptures from the
2009 Sculpture Garden and provide direction.

FISCAL IMPLICATION:
There are no fiscal implications on the general fund associated with the recommended action. The
Sculpture Garden Program is supported through the Public Art Trust. The current Public Art Trust
balance is $197,691.73.

BACKGROUND:
The Sculpture Garden is a temporary one-year exhibition of sculptures that are installed in
designated sites within the City. Selections are based on artistic merit, public safety and the
appropriateness of the artwork and materials used. The City Council’s directive to initiate the
Sculpture Garden Program has brought art into the community’s daily life.

The Sculpture Garden’s inaugural installation took place in June 2009 with seven sculptures
exhibited at three sites: The Civic Plaza, Veteran’s Memorial parkway and the Metlox Plaza. The
Commission chose sculptures that were included in the San Diego Port Authority’s Urban Tree
Project.

At the September 7, 2010 City Council meeting, Council approved five sculptures for the 2010-
2011 Sculpture Garden Program and requested information on the purchase of art pieces from the
2009-2010 Sculpture Garden and a report on the five —year history of the Public Art Trust.

DISCUSSION:
As previously mentioned, there were seven sculptures for the 2009-20 10 sculpture garden and all of
them are available for purchase. Following is a list of the sculptures, prices and artists:
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Title Price Artist
Solar Illumination $ 6,000 Nina Karavasiles

Four Seasons and A Bicycle $20,000 Amos Robinson

Flock ofSea Birds $ 2,000 Frank Mando

Sea Horse $ 2,000 Frank Mando

Remember When Fish $ 5,000 Kent Kraber
Were...

Family Tree $ 8,500 Steven L. Reiman

The idea of purchasing sculptures from the Sculpture Garden and placing them throughout the City
has been discussed at several recent Cultural Arts Commission meetings. The Cultural Arts
Commission believes it is premature to purchase a sculpture at this time. The Commission is
working on a vision for a permanent sculpture garden and is focused on identifying a theme, artists,
a budget and sites in the City best suited for the program before making recommendations for
Council’s approval.

Staff contacted Amos Robinson to confirm the price for his sculptures and he stated that the amount
for the two sculptures (Four Seasons and A Bicycle) is $20,000 whether both or just one sculpture
is purchased by the City.

In addition to the possible purchase of sculptures, the City Council requested a 5-year Public Art
Trust Report. The report (Attachment B) provides the beginning balance, the monies received over
the specified time period and the expenses incurred. The Art Trust balance is $197,691.73; and the
balance for the Sculpture Garden’s committed funds is $67,500.

CONCLUSION:
Staff requests that Council provide direction regarding the purchase of art works from the 2009
Sculpture Garden.

Attachment A: Sculpture Garden 2009 Images
Attachment B: Public Art Trust Fund Five-Year Report
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Attachment B

PUBLIC ART TRUST FUND
5- A EPORT
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