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Agenda Item #:

Staft Report
City of Manhattan Beach

TO: Honorable Mayor Cohen and Members of the City Council

THROUGH: Geoff Dolan, City Manager

FROM: Bruce Moe, Finance Director
Luisa Camba, Budget Analyst

DATE: November 17, 2009

SUBJECT: Update on City Applications for Grant Funds and Federal Stimulus Money

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the City Council receive and file this report on the City’s efforts to obtain
grants and American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA, or “stimulus”) funds.

FISCAL IMPLICATION:

There are no fiscal implications associated with the recommended action. However, the receipt of
grant funds allows us to construct projects, purchase equipment and provide services that may
otherwise be funded by the General Fund or other existing sources, if at all.

In addition to the various grants the City has applied for and/or received, the City has applied for
$2,467,815 and has been awarded $1,454,678 in stimulus (ARRA) funds.

DISCUSSION:

The City constantly seeks grant opportunities to fund programs, equipment and capital
improvements. More recently, we have applied for stimulus funds for a number of projects and
purposes, and have already been awarded funds. This report includes highlights of grants and
stimulus funds that have been received as well as others for which applications are pending. It is
presented by the general purpose of the funding.

Transportation

Sepulveda Bridge Widening

This project, which will add on extra lane to the Sepulveda bridge (just south of Rosecrans) to ease
traffic constrictions has an estimated cost of $17.3 million. So far, we have secured $6.8 million
through the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA), and have applied for another $11.5
million through the Congresswoman Harman and Senator Boxer’s offices as part of the “Safe
Accountable Flexible Efficient Transportation Equity Act — A Legacy for Users” (SAFETEA-LU)
Act.
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Aviation Boulevard Resurfacing

This stimulus funded project, which Council approved at the November 3, 2009 meeting,
includes milling the existing asphalt roadway surface and construction of a new asphalt overlay
on Aviation Blvd. from Marine Avenue to Manhattan Beach Blvd. The project also includes
striping/traffic markings, traffic signal detection loops, and minor concrete construction. Since
Aviation Boulevard has a functional classification as a major arterial street it is eligible for this
federal funding. The total stimulus funds awarded for this project is $364,000, while the
estimated expenditures are $216,475. The remaining balance ($147,524) will be combined with
the surplus stimulus funds from the Valley Drive project (described below) to possibly resurface
Pacific Avenue from Manhattan Beach Blvd. to Rosecrans, pending MTA, CalTrans and City
Council approval for this reallocation.

Valley Drive Resurfacing

Like Aviation, this stimulus funded project includes milling of the existing asphalt roadway
surface and construction of a new asphalt overlay on Valley Drive from 15" Street to Sepulveda
Blvd.. The project also includes full roadway reconstruction of significantly deteriorated areas,
striping/traffic markings, traffic signal loops, and minor concrete construction. Since Valley
Drive has a functional classification as a collector street it is eligible for federal funding. The
total stimulus funds awarded for this project is $710,000, while the estimated expenditures are
$566,188. The remaining balance ($143,812) will be combined with the surplus stimulus funds
from the Aviation Drive project (described above) to possibly resurface Pacific Avenue from
Manhattan Beach Blvd. to Rosecrans, pending MTA, CalTrans and City Council approval for
this reallocation.

Rosecrans Avenue Widening

This project will add one eastbound lane of traffic on Rosecrans from Redondo Avenue to the
Manhattan Gateway shopping center, easing traffic flow. This project is pending utility easement
negotiations with affected property owners. The total funds awarded for this project is $1.75
million through the MTA.

Strand Stairs

While the Strand rehabilitation project was completed a few years ago, the stairs were not part of
the scope of that project. This project will improve pedestrian walkways and stairs leading to the
beach from the Strand. The City applied for SAFETEA-LU funds through Senator Boxer’s
office, and were awarded $1.6 million for this project. The grant does require a 20% match from
the City.

Safe Routes to School

Safe Routes to School, a CalTrans program, is designed to increase the number of children who
walk or bicycle to school by funding projects that remove the barriers that currently prevent them
from doing so. Those barriers include lack of or unsafe infrastructure, and lack of programs that
promote walking and bicycling through education/encouragement programs. The City’s grant,
which totals $735,930, will allow us to install florescent yellow school signs, high visibility
crosswalks and markings, pedestrian signals near schools, and 80 countdown pedestrian signals.
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Energy & Environment

Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant

This grant, which is part of the federal stimulus funding, will be used to replace existing energy
inefficient street lights with energy efficient induction lighting. The total grant is $155,800, and the
project will commence in the first quarter of 2010. The lighting will be for street lights, parking area
lighting and security lighting.

Law Enforcement & Public Safety

Ed Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Formula Grant

This grant, totaling $24,878 in stimulus funds, will be used to purchase equipment and technology
to enhance capabilities for investigators. The equipment will enhance DUI enforcement and traffic
safety equipment needs, as well as officer safety equipment.

Emergency Command Vehicle

Through the generosity of the Manhattan Beach Property Owners’ Association, the City has
received a grant of $203,609 for the purchase of an emergency command vehicle. This piece of
equipment will allow us to operate a mobile command post for any emergency, including those
involving Police, Fire or Public Works. Additionally, the Higgins Family Charitable Foundation has
provided grant funding for $26,500 in order to purchase emergency radios and a smart board for the
command vehicle. We expect to take delivery of this in early 2010.

Other law enforcement grant opportunities we have applied for include funding for a dedicated IT
staff person to assist and support the Police department with all department technology, equipment
and network support needs ($218,229); a shared grant with Gardena and Redondo Beach that would
pay for a DNA criminalist to work out of the LA County Sheriff’s crime lab for the benefit of
Manhattan Beach, Gardena and Redondo Beach ($330,302); funding for one police officer (for 3
years with a total cost of $372,336); and grant funding to pay for overtime for narcotics investigations
to assist in combating criminal narcotics.in the City ($92,270). These applications are-pending approval and
funding.

Attached for your information and review is a complete list of all grant funding currently being
pursued or in progress. The attached grant schedule is inclusive of the ARRA grant funding
described above. :

Staff will continue to provide City Council with periodic updates on grant opportunities.

Attachments: A. City Wide Schedule of Grant Funding (Including Federal Stimulus Funding)
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