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Staff Report   
City of Manhattan Beach 

  
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor Cohen and Members of the City Council 
 
THROUGH: Geoff Dolan, City Manager 
 
FROM: Bruce Moe, Finance Director 
 
DATE: May 5, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: Discussion Regarding Strategies to Support Small Businesses in Collaboration 

with the Chamber of Commerce, Downtown Business and Professional 
Association, the North Manhattan Beach BID and the City of Manhattan Beach 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the City Council discuss and provide direction. 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATION: 
There are no fiscal implications associated with the recommended action. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
At the February 17, 2009 meeting, the City Council agreed to place on the agenda a discussion of 
methods of assisting and collaborating with business groups such as the Chamber of Commerce, 
the Downtown and North Manhattan Beach business districts, the Village Mall, and other business 
owners.  The purpose would be to promote a dialog with the various groups in an effort to identify 
ways to work together to support business during the economic slowdown. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
While in the past, Manhattan Beach has been somewhat insulated from tough economic times, our 
businesses are feeling the impacts of the current recession.  As a result, the City, as the local 
government, is also realizing reduced revenues from sales tax, hotel bed tax and all other 
economically sensitive revenues.  In light of this, it was suggested that the City, in conjunction with 
the various business groups and the Chamber of Commerce, could discuss strategy on supporting 
businesses in weathering the downturn.   
 
As a point of information and to facilitate discussion, staff was asked to provide downtown sales 
tax revenues, a copy of the bylaws for the Downtown Business and Professional Association1 
(DBPA) and the City’s contract with the Chamber of Commerce (attached).  Additionally, business 

                     
1 The North Manhattan Beach BID does not have bylaws since it operates only as an advisory 
board to the City Council.  The Downtown BID advisory board contracts with the DBPA for 
professional services which are paid for through the BID assessments. 
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license tax revenue information was requested, but we are unable to provide this year’s complete 
revenues since the taxes are not due until April 30th, and many businesses wait until the last day to 
remit their taxes. 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council discuss strategies to support small businesses and provide 
staff direction. 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: A. Downtown Sales Tax History 
  B. Downtown BID Bylaws 
  C. Chamber of Commerce Contract  



Downtown Manhattan Beach Sales Tax Collections By Quarter

 January-March 
(Quarter 1) 

 Year-over-Year 
Change Q1 

 April-June 
(Quarter 2) 

 Year-over-Year 
Change Q2 

 July-September 
(Quarter 3) 

 Year-over-Year 
Change Q3 

 October-December 
(Quarter 4) 

 Year-over-Year 
Change - Q4 

 Total for 
Quarters 1-4 

 Net Change 
from prior year 
for 4 Quarters 

2001 150,379$             157,546$        180,895$                   158,756$                    647,576$           
2002 158,896$             5.66% 150,997$        -4.16% 189,640$                   4.83% 189,275$                    19.22% 688,808$           6.37%
2003 146,658$             -7.70% 183,353$        21.43% 188,095$                   -0.81% 190,610$                    0.71% 708,716$           2.89%
2004  $            166,458 13.50%  $        211,255 15.22%  $                   172,077 -8.52%  $                    209,847 10.09% 759,637$           7.18%
2005  $            190,974 14.73%  $        213,984 1.29%  $                   216,155 25.62%  $                    201,536 -3.96% 822,649$           8.30%
2006  $            219,546 14.96%  $        218,939 2.32%  $                   245,839 13.73%  $                    200,605 -0.46% 884,929$           7.57%
2007  $            218,064 -0.68%  $        201,862 -7.80%  $                   225,842 -8.13%  $                    219,880 9.61% 865,648$           -2.18%
2008  $            205,074 -5.96%  $        230,203 14.04% 225,687$                   -0.07%  $                    216,640 -1.47% 877,604$           1.38%

Sales Tax reflects 1% of taxable sales
Excludes Metlox data
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