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Staff Report   
City of Manhattan Beach 

  
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor Montgomery and Members of the City Council 
 
THROUGH: Geoff Dolan, City Manager 
 
FROM: Jim Arndt, Director of Public Works 
  Michael A. Guerrero, Principal Civil Engineer 
  Edward T. Kao, Senior Civil Engineer 
 
DATE: January 27, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: Authorize Cooperative Agreement with Caltrans for Sepulveda Boulevard Bridge  

Widening Project    
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the City Council pass a motion to: 

 
a) Approve cooperative agreement with Caltrans for the Sepulveda Boulevard Bridge 

Widening Project.  
 
b) Adopt Resolution No. 6170 authorizing the City Manager to sign the agreement on 

behalf of the City. 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATION: 
The cooperative agreement is the first step (pre-design) of the project and defines the terms and 
conditions under which the City and Caltrans will cooperate to complete several more steps in 
the project process.  Due to the complexity of the project process and funding timelines it is 
estimated that the project will be constructed in FY 2013. 
 
FUNDING SOURCES SECURED FUTURE 

ALLOCATION 
UNSECURED TOTAL 

Proposition C Funds $ 1,253,273  $ 2,000,000  $  3,253,273 
SAFETEA-LU Funds $    500,000   $     500,000 
Gas Tax Funds    $    500,000  $     500,000 
Developer Contribution $    250,000   $     250,000 
Metro/Other Grant Funds   $12,800,000 $12,800,000 
TOTAL $ 2,003,273 $ 2,500,000 $12,800,000 $17,300,000 
 
This project is included in the 2008-09 Capital Improvement Program budget.  The project is a 



    Agenda Item #: 
 

Page 2 

joint effort with the City of Manhattan Beach and Caltrans.  The current total estimated project cost 
is 17.3 million dollars and is to be funded by a combination of Proposition C Funds, Gas Tax Funds 
and Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) Grant Funds.  In addition, the City received 
$500,000 in Safetea-Lu funds from the South Bay CCOG and the developer of Plaza El Segundo 
also contributed $250,000 towards the project.  These funds would not only improve the City’s 
ability to receive funding in Metro’s next Call-for-Projects, but also provide seed money for the 
City to start the plans, specifications and estimates (PS&E) and Right-of-Way processes.  However, 
the Metro Call-for-Projects is a competitive process and the 12.8 million dollars has not yet been 
approved. 
 

ESTIMATED PROJECT COSTS 
Design $  1,500,000 
Construction $12,800,000 
Inspection $  1,000,000 
Contingency $  2,000,000 
TOTAL $17,300,000 
(The Estimated Project Costs are based on construction in FY 2013) 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Sepulveda Boulevard connects the South Bay to LAX and beyond. Northbound Sepulveda 
Boulevard at a point south of the bridge is currently four lanes.  The fourth lane becomes a right 
turn only lane as it approaches the 33rd Street entrance to the Manhattan Village Mall.  North of 
33rd Street, Sepulveda Boulevard narrows down to three lanes as it passes over the bridge.  Once 
over the bridge, the street widens back to four lanes as Sepulveda Boulevard approaches the 
Rosecrans Avenue intersection. This bridge is a congestion point for northbound traffic as the 
road narrows to three lanes. This project will widen the bridge on the east side and add one 
northbound through lane. An analysis from Caltrans shows that the proposed widening will 
improve the northbound traffic flow at this segment of Sepulveda Boulevard. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Sepulveda Boulevard (State Highway 1) is part of the State Highway System (SHS).  In 2001, with 
funding from Metro’s 2001 Call-for-Projects, Caltrans developed Project Assessment and 
Environmental Documents (PA & ED), and a Preliminary Study Report (PSR) on the widening of 
the Sepulveda Boulevard bridge.  This project just missed the cut-off for receiving funding in the 
last Metro Call-for-Projects in 2007.  Caltrans has since suspended the project due to funding 
issues.  The City decided to pick up the lead to plan, design and construct the project with funds 
from Proposition C, Gas Tax, and Metro Grant funds along with Safetea-Lu federal aid and other 
funding sources. 
 
Caltrans agreed to provide Independent Quality Assurance (IQA) ensuring the work being 
developed was in accordance with the applicable standards and within an established Quality 
Management Plan.  Caltrans is also the overseer of the Safetea-Lu federal aid funds. 
 
The subject cooperative agreement defines the terms and conditions under which the project 
partners (City and Caltrans) will cooperate to complete the PS&E and Right-of-Way activities.  In 
order to begin federally reimbursable preliminary engineering work – for example, PS&E and 
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Right-of-Way acquisition – the City has to request that Caltrans secure “Federal Authorization to 
Proceed” (E-76) and obligation of funds.  The City hired a Consultant (The Dardanelle Group) to 
assist with the coordination of the Caltrans project process.  The first “Federal Authorization to 
Proceed” request was prepared and submitted on July, 2008.  However, Caltrans required the City 
to enter into a cooperative agreement to partner with Caltrans during this process. 
 
It is staff’s recommendation that the City Council pass a motion to approve the cooperative 
agreement with the City of Manhattan Beach and Caltrans, and approve Resolution No. 6170 
authorizing the City Manager to sign the cooperative agreement on behalf of the City. 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Cooperative Agreement  
  2. Resolution No. 6170 
  3. GIS Location Map 
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