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Staff Report   
City of Manhattan Beach 

  
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor Montgomery and Members of the City Council 
 
THROUGH: Geoff Dolan, City Manager 
 
FROM: Jim A. Arndt, Director of Public Works 
  Juan Price, Maintenance Superintendent 
  Carmen Zarate, Senior Management Analyst  
   
DATE: December 2, 2008 
 
SUBJECT: Status Report on the Fiscal Year 2008-2009 Council Work Plan - Street Sweeping 

Education and Outreach Program 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the City Council receive this report and forward to the Environmental Task 
Force-Stormwater Subcommittee. 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATION: 
There are no fiscal implications associated with staff’s recommendation. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
In response to many resident requests for City wide parking enforcement for street sweeping and to 
reduce beach and ocean pollution, the City Council approved the installation of “No Parking-Street 
Sweeping” signs and the implementation of an enforcement program in April of 1994.  However, 
several residents objected to this program and asked the City Council to consider alternatives to a 
restricted parking program. City Council directed staff to implement a voluntary program whereby 
residents would be informed of the day their side of the street is swept and for residents to move 
their car on street sweeping day.  As a result, the City implemented the Ocean Safe Street Sweeping 
Program in 1996.   
 
The purpose of the Ocean Safe Street Sweeping Program was to install street sweeping signs on 
streets that had not been posted for sweeping.  Through the program, street sweeping signs are 
installed on all residential blocks unless the block has opted out from having a sign installed.  
Petitions may be submitted for the installation or removal of street signs.  The new signs are 
installed if owners/occupants representing two-thirds of the properties abutting the block sign the 
petition.  Currently, there are 65.7 percent of sweepable streets that are signed for sweeping 
(attachment “A”).   
 
Because of increased awareness of the correlation between street sweeping and ocean water 
quality, the City Council was concerned that over 34 percent of streets are unsigned and sweeping 
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quality is greatly reduced.  Rather than sign all unsigned streets, Council directed staff to educate 
residents regarding moving vehicles on their designated sweeping day and report the effectiveness 
of the enhanced education to the Council. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
In response to the City Council’s 2008-2009 Work Plan, the Public Works Department launched a 
Street Sweeping Education and Outreach Program.  The goal of the program was to expand the 
current outreach program to City residents.  The main focus was on street sweeping with 
prominence on those streets that do not have posted street sweeping signs.  

The following items were completed to enhance the education program for the residents about the 
City’s street sweeping program: 

• A street sweeping article was included in the summer 2008 City newsletter (attachment 
“B”).  The article focused on the petition process to re-install street sweeping signs and the 
importance of street sweeping.   

• Street Sweeping route maps are posted on the City’s website.  Residents may view the 
street sweeping schedule on their street. 

• A street sweeping tip card (attachment “C”) was mailed to residential households during 
August and September 2008.  The tip card included friendly reminders and tips on the 
importance of street sweeping. 

• In conjunction with the Manhattan Beach Police Department, a street sweeping task force 
was created to address the issue of parked vehicles on non-posted streets during their 
designated sweep days.  Volunteers and code enforcement officers from the Police 
Department and Public Works staff followed the street sweeper and tagged parked vehicles 
with notices on non-posted streets.  A notice flyer (Attachment “D”) was placed on the 
vehicle’s windshield as a friendly reminder to the resident to move their vehicle during 
street sweeping hours on those streets not signed.  Citations were issued for vehicles parked 
on posted streets.  Staff from the Police Department and Public Works Department 
monitored the vehicles for two separate test periods. 

The street sweeping task force completed two test periods.  The first test period was a thirty day 
period beginning August 4, 2008 through September 5, 2008.  Vehicle counts were collected for 
that period by placing a notice on each vehicle parked on the path of the sweeper for a non-posted 
street.  Counts were also collected for vehicles receiving a citation on posted streets.  The weather 
was fairly typical and the delivery of reminder notices and counting of vehicles remained 
consistent.   
 
The second test period was a five day period to measure the effectiveness of the voluntary program 
since the previous test period.  This test period was completed on October 24, 2008.  During this 
five day period, the weather was fairly typical and the delivery of reminder notices and counting of 
vehicles remained consistent. 
 
The following tables demonstrate the number of notices and citations given to vehicles parked on 
the path of the sweeper for unsigned and signed streets: 
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     Notices for Unsigned Streets 
 

Day 1st Test Period 2nd Test Period 
Monday 178 364 
Tuesday 300 300 
Wednesda
y 369 504 
Thursday 407 405 
Friday 368 232 

Total 1622 1805 
AVERAGE 1714 

 
 
     Citations for Signed Streets 
 
 

Day 1st Test Period 2nd Test Period 
Monday 81 84 
Tuesday 96 52 
Wednesda
y 60 42 
Thursday 72 76 
Friday 90 112 

Total 399 366 
AVERAGE 383 

 
The following table demonstrates the total number of curb miles for signed and unsigned streets: 
 
      Curb Miles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From this data, it is noted that there were more notices (1714) for curb miles (66) than there were 
citations (383) for curb miles (119).  Based upon the results of both test periods, two conclusions 
can be drawn.  First, there are (1714/66) = 25.9 violations per mile on non-posted streets versus 
(383/119) = 3.2 violations per mile on posted streets.  Second, the enhanced education and outreach 
program appears to have produced no noticeable improvement in the number of vehicles removed 
from the streets during street sweeping days on non-posted streets.   
 

Day Total Signed 
Unsigne

d 
% 

Unsigned 
Monday 33.7 22.0 11.7 34.8 
Tuesday 39.1 21.4 17.6 45.1 
Wednesda
y 33.4 20.4 13.0 38.9 
Thursday 31.9 18.9 13.0 40.6 
Friday 46.8 35.9 10.9 23.3 

Total 184.9 118.6 66.3 35.8 
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As a result of the education program, there have been seven petitions that were requested for the 
installation of signs during the two test periods and four petitions have been successful (66% 
approved signatures) and signs have been placed.   
 
Many local cities have enhanced street sweeping programs to include increased street sweeping 
frequency and more thorough coverage.  Additionally, other cities do not allow an “opt out” 
program, thereby effectively sweeping every street near the curb where pollutants are likely to 
accumulate.  The table below shows what other South Bay cities are doing for street sweeping: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If all streets are posted, staff believes that there will be more efficiency with street sweeping as well 
as: 
 

• Eliminate confusion as to the day and time of street sweeping 
• Reduce the number of cars parked in the path of the sweeper thus providing more effective 

cleaning and reducing debris that can enter the storm drain and ocean. 
• Enhance the City’s position of being in compliance with Clean Water regulations as well as 

enhance the City’s stormwater National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
and Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) solutions. 

• Help identify abandoned vehicles. 
• Eliminate the use of unsigned streets as parking areas for signed streets. 

 
Negatives to signing all streets will likely continue some neighborhood objection to signs, but 
objection is more likely to be caused by the loss of parking during the two hour sweep period on a 
weekly basis. 
 
Attachments: A. Street Sweeping Petition Program Map 

B. Summer 2008 City Newsletter 
C. Street Sweeping Tip Card 
D. Vehicle Notice 

Street Sweeping 
City Mandatory Signs Opt Out Program 

El Segundo Yes No 
Hawthorne Yes No 
Lawndale Yes No 
Redondo Beach Yes No 
Rolling Hills Estates No No 
Santa Monica Yes No 













City of Manhattan Beach  
Storm Water Protection 
Program 

Street Sweeping is 
Friendly to Our 

Oceans! 

Storm Water HOTline:   
1-888-CleanLA 

Did you know that storm drains are 
NOT connected to sanitary sewer 
systems and treatment plants?  

 
Storm drains are designed to prevent 
flooding by carrying storm water from 
our streets to the ocean. Street 
sweeping helps alleviate stormwater 
pollution by vacuuming up not only trash 
but also sediment and pollutants. 
 
How can YOU help keep our 
environment clean? 

www.citymb.info 

 

 



Catch it Before the Catch Basin! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Tips for Saving our Beaches & Ocean: 
 
Manhattan Beach residents can help solve the 
stormwater pollution problem by taking these easy 
steps………. 
• When the curb is free of vehicles, the street sweeper 

can do a better job at cleaning and removing road 
debris (trash, litter, cigarette butts, etc.).  Please 
remember to move your vehicle on street sweeping 
days.  This will help keep our streets clean.    

• Through the City’s Ocean Safe Street Sweeping 
Program, street sweeping signs are installed on all 
blocks unless the block has opted out from having a 
sign installed.  If you are interested in the 
installation of street sweeping signs on 
your street, a petition may be submitted.  
The new signs will be installed if owners/
occupants representing 2/3 of the  

        properties abutting the block sign the     
        petition. 
• Signs are necessary in reminding our residents 

when and where the sweeping is scheduled.  To 
view your scheduled days and times, please visit the 
City website at www.citymb.info under the 
Department Public Works. 

 
As an Ocean Safe City, 
Manhattan Beach is 
committed to keeping the 
beach and ocean clean.   
 
For more information, please visit  the City website at www.citymb.info 
or call (310) 802-5309. 

Printed on recycled paper 

 
Storm Drains are 
for Rain……... 

City of Manhattan Beach 
Public Works Department 

3621 Bell Avenue 
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 

(310) 802-5300 

…...not trash 



001 

 
          

We Need Your Help!  
As you are probably aware, this neighborhood has opted out of posting no parking for 
street sweeping, based on residents agreement to voluntarily move their vehicles so street 
sweepers can properly clean the streets.  
 
The Manhattan Beach Police Department will be tracking the number of vehicles not 
moved for street sweeping and report to the City Council on the level of compliance. 
                                                                                                                                                        
The City is committed to keeping the beaches and ocean clean and healthy and will 
continue to sweep areas that do not have street sweeping signs on a particular block.   
Currently, your block does not have a street sweeping sign.  As an Ocean Safe City, 
regular street sweeping helps maintain clean streets and reduces the amount of road 
debris that is carried to the beaches. 
 
 

                                                                                                                                    
What Can You Do?                           
Though it may seem inconvenient to move your vehicle, each of us can do our part to 
keep the storm drain clean and beach and ocean free from pollutants.  Please remember 
that our effectiveness in sweeping is enhanced by all of us moving our vehicles during 
the sweeping schedule.   
 
Street Sweeping Maps 
To view your scheduled days and times, please visit the City website at www.citymb.info 
under the Department of Public Works.  Please click on Maintenance, then Street 
Sweeping.  You will see the maps for each day of the week. 
 
 

 

 

 

                    City of Manhattan Beach 
  


