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Staff Report   
City of Manhattan Beach 

  
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor Montgomery and Members of the City Council 
 
THROUGH: Geoff Dolan, City Manager 
 
FROM: Liza Tamura, City Clerk 
  Terri Aliabadi, Senior Deputy City Clerk 
   
DATE: October 21, 2008 
 
SUBJECT: Consideration of a Resolution Providing for a Procedure to Resolve Tie Votes for 

Elected Offices at General Municipal Elections  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the City Council adopt one of the two versions of Resolution No. 6159 
providing for a procedure to resolve tie votes for elective offices for the Tuesday, March 3, 2009, 
General Municipal Election and all subsequent elections.  
 
FISCAL IMPLICATION: 
In the case of a tie vote, should Council choose to hold a Special Runoff Election rather than 
resolve the tie by “lot”, staff will need to return to Council to request additional funds.  A Special 
Runoff Election would cost approximately $67,000.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
At the City Council meeting of October 7, 2008, Councilmember Ward requested additional 
information regarding how cities resolve tie vote elections.  The City Clerk’s Office conducted a 
poll through the League of California Cities and received a number of responses, a majority of 
which referred staff to California Elections Code Section 15651 (see attached), which in essence, 
conveys that the City Council may either choose to hold a Special Runoff Election or decide a tie 
by “lot” (coin toss, high card, draw name, etc.).  Among other responses, 8 cities adopt a 
Resolution calling for a Special Election; 11 cities resolve the tie by “lot” and 2 cities leave it up to 
the City Council to determine whether to decide by “lot” or to hold a Special Election.   
 

 Resolution No. 6159A - Authorizes the conduct of a Special Runoff Election for elective offices 
in the event of a tie vote.  The City Clerk’s Office did not budget for a Special Election but will 
return to Council for approval of additional funds if the Council chooses this option.  
 

 Resolution No. 6159B – Provides for a “by lot” procedure to resolve tie votes for elective offices. 
 
Exhibits: Resolution No. 6159A & 6159B 
  California Election Code Section 15651 
  Procedure for Coin Toss for Determination of the Winner  
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RESOLUTION NO. 6159A 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MANHATTAN BEACH, CALIFORNIA, PROVIDING FOR THE CONDUCT 
OF A SPECIAL RUNOFF ELECTION FOR ELECTIVE OFFICES IN THE 
EVENT OF A TIE VOTE AT ANY MUNICIPAL ELECTION. 

 
WHEREAS, § 15651(b) of the Elections Code of the State of California authorizes the 

City Council, by majority vote, to adopt provisions to require the conduct of a Special Runoff Election to 
resolve a tie vote involving those candidates who received an equal number of votes and the highest 
number of votes for an elective office. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH, 

CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 
 

SECTION 1.  That pursuant to § 15651(b) of the Elections Code of the State of 
California, if any two or more persons receive an equal and the highest number of votes for an office to 
be voted for within the city, there shall be held within the city a Special Runoff Election to resolve the tie 
vote.  A Special Runoff Election shall be called and held on a Tuesday not less than 40 nor more than 
125 days after the administrative or judicial certification of the election which resulted in a tie vote. 

 
SECTION 2.  That this resolution shall apply only to the election to be held on March 3, 

2009, and shall then be repealed. 
 
SECTION 3.  That this resolution shall take effect immediately.  The City Clerk shall make 

this resolution readily available for public inspection within thirty (30) days of the date this resolution is 
adopted. 

 
SECTION 4.  That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this 

resolution and thenceforth and thereafter the same shall be in full force and effect. 
 

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 21st day of October, 2008. 
 

Ayes:   
Noes:   
Absent:   
Abstain:   
 
 

 
___________________________________ 
Mayor, City of Manhattan Beach, California 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. 6159B 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MANHATTAN BEACH, CALIFORNIA, PROVIDING FOR A PROCEDURE 
TO RESOLVE TIE VOTES FOR ELECTIVE OFFICES AT GENERAL 
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 

 
WHEREAS, § 15651(a) of the Elections Code of the State of California authorizes the 

City Council, by majority vote, to adopt provisions to provide for a procedure to resolve a tie vote involving 
those candidates who received an equal number of votes and the highest number of votes for an elective 
office. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH, 

CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 
 

 SECTION 1. That in the event no candidate for a municipal office qualifies by 
receiving more than half of the votes cast for that position and an equal number of votes are cast for two 
or more candidates qualifying for second place, the tie to decide the second place candidate for a run off 
election shall be resolved as outlined in Exhibit “A” attached hereto. 

 
 SECTION 2.  That in the event two or more candidates for a Municipal Elective Office 

in a run off election receive an equal number of votes creating a tie, the tie shall be resolved as outlined 
in Exhibit “A” attached hereto. 

 
 SECTION 3. That the provisions of Sections 1 and 2 shall apply at the next ensuing 

municipal election to be held in the City on March 3, 2009, and at each municipal election thereafter. 
 
SECTION 4.  That this resolution shall take effect immediately.  The City Clerk shall make 

this resolution readily available for public inspection within thirty (30) days of the date this resolution is 
adopted. 

 
SECTION 5. That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this 

resolution and thenceforth and thereafter the same shall be in full force and effect. 
 

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 21st day of October, 2008. 
 

Ayes:   
Noes:   
Absent:   
Abstain:   
 
 

 
___________________________________ 
Mayor, City of Manhattan Beach, California 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
City Clerk 
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EXHIBIT “A” 
 
 
By Lot: The City Council shall forthwith summon the candidates who have 
received the tie votes, whether upon the canvass of the returns by the 
Council or upon a recount by a court, to appear before the Council at a 
time to be designated by the Council.  The Council shall, at that time and 
place, determine the tie by lot (e.g., tossing a coin, etc.), or in order to 
maintain a sense of dignity in resolving a tie vote, Council may place 
each candidate’s name in an unmarked, sealed envelope. The Mayor will 
then select a person to draw an envelope and read the name of the 
winning candidate. 

 
 
 
 
 










