
Race Issue
Up For Test
In Danville

BY GERALD TETLEY
DANVILLE, Va., June 11—
Danville's public library referendum

will be held next Tuesday, bring-
ing to this city the first public
test of strength on the race issue.

Also on that day five candidates
from a field of 12 will be elected
to the City Council, Normally that
would - be an active political al-
fair, but this year the library is-
sue dominates local thinking.

The public library, Which is -

housed in the Sutherlin Mansion
where the Confederate cabinet
held its final meeting in flight
from Richmond after Appomat-
tox, has been closed as has the
Negro branch  since a federal
judge issued an order at the in-
stigation of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Col-
ored People requiring Danville to
open the establishment to both
races.

Ordered Out
When a group of young Negro

students entered the library in
April and demanded access to
facilities, they were ordered out
and the library was closed. At-
torneys for the Negro organiza-
tion then went to court and se-
cured the directive. The City
Council then ordered both the
white and Negro libraries closed.

This brought to Danville the
first race issue since the Supreme
Court's desegregation decision
and the referendum has become
an almost epochal event since it
is the first legal difference on
racialism since 1892 when the
coalition between the

 Readjusters, carpetbaggers and Negroes
threatened to result in the elec-
tion of Negro police, Council
members and other office
holders. The ensuing sanguinary clash,
sent the carpetbaggers, packing,
and race relations have remained
unblemished since. — –

There is some similarity be-
tween the present situation and
that of yesteryear. There is, in
Danville, a liberal thinking ele-
ment which believes that an in-
tegrated library is better than no
library at-all- and 300 have peti
tioned the Council to accept in-
tegration. But 30 or more civic
leaders have also asked the

Council to close rather than integrate
the library. This clash of opinion
caused the Council to call for the
referendum, stipulating, however,
that its result would be advisory
and not binding



Teaming Up
The liberals, teaming up with

the Negroes who want library
facilities restored, constitute a bloc
voting to open the library while
the referendum poses five

different alternatives which
conceivably might squander the vote of
the taxpayers.

The voting machines have been
set up for the five-package pro-
posal: close the library: open the
library to all; operate the library
privately through a foundation:
dispense books by bookmobile,'
and operate the library on a

modifiedplan. The latter is explained
that all tables and chairs would
he removed from the library and
hooks dispensed over the counter.

In the meantime, the segrega-
tionist group has secured a char-
ter for the operation of the li-
brary through a foundation. But
its method of operation is some-
what nebulous, as is the cost. The
operational cost runs variously
by estimate from $35,000 to $100,-
000.

Site Available
The old A. D. Keen mansion is

available for the private library
and the foundation would seek to
take over the city library books.
However, this might he compli-
cated since the books would have
to be sold at auction as city prop-
erty and the NAACP might at-
tack from a new angle.

There, is little open talk about
the issue but it is quietly dis-
cussed nearly everywhere. Some
defeatism has been encountered—
those Who say that "it's coming.
anyway: we might as well go
along with it."

But the traditionalists who are
largely nonvocal find it hard to
accept defeat at the hands of an
alien organization which, they
say, has injected itself into the
community life to disrupt long
friendships anti to raise vexatious
issues between the two • races
which have co-existed harmoni-
ously for 75 years.

The Council election has been
quiet. A variety of issues are in-
volved: better pay for city work-
ers, abandonment of the- slum
clearance project, lower utility
rates more industries, -with one
candidate saying the city ought
to buy compact _cars to operate
municipal affairs at a great sav-
ing of gasoline money.

Voting hours will be from 6
a.m. to 7 p.m,
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