DANVILLE, Va May 30—Lo-
cal observers of the political
scene today were about agreed
that the public' library question
dominates all other issues in the
councilmanic campaign . which
will end June 14 when 12 can-
didates for five seats will be
voted on. On that day -voters
will* also participate in a refer-
‘endum. to determine whether or
not the Jibrary shall be integrat-
ed, closed, or turned over to a
foundation financed by private
funds.

DANVILLE LIBRARY

Pubhc lerary Seen
Main Campaign Issue

- |would be guided by the resu]t of

| Danville situation as all Ameri-
1can issues of this type are care-

Only six of the candidates ap—
peared on yesterday's Jaycee
panel discussion of the issues
dnd it was apparent then that
those running for officé are more
concerned about the library ques-
tion ‘than anything else with a
divided opinion on slum clear-
ances the second leading issue.

-4 Prefer Closing

Of the six who aired their
views, four said they were for
closing the library rather than
integrating it. Two said they

the referendum,

There is mountmg feehng on
the issue. Dr. Samuel .Newman
who leads the liberal group pre-
ferring intégration to no library,|
has written to Cxty Manager Ed-
ward Temple saying that he'is
+chagrined'—over the closing and
that the peoples of Asia and Af-
rica will be-informed about the

fully scrutinized.

Next " Tuesaay the large civic
group - which-is- exploring -ways|
and means of.turning the library
lover to a private foundation to
escape integration will meet and
examine the charter, expected
daily, from the state corporation
commission. How the foundation
would be Hnanced has.not- been
mdlcat

. Old Manslon

" The “library is housed in" the
old ' brownstone Sutherlin' man-
sion where President Jefferson
Davis and members of his fugi:]
tive" cabinet’ met ahd -penned his
final proclamation to the people
of the South bidding them to take
courage and saymg, I will re
turn.”” -

For that reason Danville - has
considered the building as the
last link with the Confederacy.
Thé building belongs to the city
and provides quarters for the
rUni e Confed-|
eracy. A new wing to give more
book space is near completion.
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