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WATERTOW_N N.Y., May 18
(m—F. W. Woolworth Stores™ “will
continue to refusé to serve Ne-
groes at lunch counters in the
South, the company president
said today, despite sitdowns,
pickets and boycotts.

Robert C. Kirkwood, company
president, told atockholders at
the annoal meeting that Wool-
worth stores would continue a
policy of adhering to “locat cus-
toms established by local people
for the conduct of business in
their community.

Kirkwood issued a statement

W oolworth Policy Is Same

|after Barbara Broxton, & 20-year-
old Negro coed, promised that
boycotting and sitdowns would
continue unless Woolworth and
similar stores opened their lunch
counters to all.races.

“We Negroes- are tired of tak-
ing a backseat on discrimina-
tion,” she declared. Miss Brox-|
ton, a student at ‘Florida A&M
College, recently completed a 48-
day jail sentence for trespassing
when arrested at a Woolworth

lunch counter in Tallahassee,
Fla.
Miss Broxton and 21 other per-

song- picketed ‘the-meetinigy: ;

Kirkwood painted a brlght pic-
ture of Woolworth tinancial gpers
ations, pofrited out that 88 per
cent of Woolworth's eating facili-
ties were integrated, ahd said
the..compary could continue to
go along with Southiern customs.

“Dealing as we are with the
deep-rooted convictions of the
people in the South,” Kirkwood
deciqred, “It is hardly realistic
to support that any company is
influent enough to suddenly

change its thinking on this sub-
ject.”
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