
VIEW OF WOMAN'S COLLEGE CHANCELLOR :

Responsibilities At The Lunch Counter 	 i
(An address by the
chancellorof Woman'sCollegeto the

study body in the wake of the
recent lunch counter disturb

ances  in Greensboro has
attracted widespread attention.
.governor Hodges praised it
and distributed copies to the
heads of other state

institutions. Others in the state
criticized it as a suggested
abridgment of campus free-
.dom. Here is the speech.) .

• BY GORDON W. BLACKWELL
Chancellor, Woman's College,
University of North Carolina

I shall talk about the rights
and responsibilities of college
students in relation to the larger
,implications of the sit-down
demonstration at the five and
.ten. The action taken by  stu
dents reportedly from five local
colleges must be weighed in the
light of several major concerns
'upon which I shall comment
briefly. Yet I believe a rational
analysis of the situation requires
'recognition of each of them

(1) Concern for the feelings
of discrimination and injustice
'Which are deeply experienced by
some of the people involved, It
is never good in American de-.
mocracy for people to have these;

_ _
(2) Concern •for the danger of,

physical violence and destruction: ,

of property which faced the stu
dents and institutions involved.

(3) Concern that recent
progress in race relations may he set

back many years unless the
impasse is resolved on a basis ac
ceptable to all responsible
elements in the community.

Concern for the economic ,

.welfare of thousands of Kress,
Woolworth and other stores and;
their employees across the county
try.

(51 Concern for the reputation
of Greensboro and North
Carolina at a time when forward
progress in all areas is a 

reality On balance and in view of the
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! inevitable movement through the
week to the very s of physical
violence and property

destruction, one must seriously ponder
the question: Was the sit-down
demonstration, even though pas-
sively conducted, a wise move

'given the objectives of the par-
ticipants?" My answer must he
an unequivocal "No."

At the beginning of the sit-
down demonstration, the
question which must have occurred'
to each of you, and it certainly
did to .me, was whether a col-
lege student has the right to
participate in a passive resist-
ance movement to achieve a law-
hit end. A college must consider
the matter of academic freedom'
of students as well as of faculty.
However, this concern quickly
gave way to the question of
thewisdomof students becoming
involvedina situation which,
unchecked, would surely result in
violence and bloodshed. How,
nearly violence was skirted can
be known only by those who
visited the two stores on last Sat

urday morning.
Spurred by the danger of

violence, we took steps to estab-
lish lines of communication be-
tween. the parties involved. A
meeting was arranged between
management of the two stores,
students of four of the colleges,
and administrative representa-
tives of three of the colleges.
Student participation from four
colleges was extensive in two
long negotiation sessions. There
Can be no 'doubt that these op-
portunities for free and frank ex-
change of factual information
and points of view helped to
bring rational consideration into
the picture.

Fortunately the A. and T. stu-
dents voted to delay further
demonstration to allow an
opportunity for the stores to engage in
calm study and unhurried deci-
sion, The stores decided simul-
taneously with this student ac-
tion to close their food counters
temporarily. Thus, the imme-
diate volatile situation as
ended,

Co-operative Effort
I sincerely believe that by co-

operative effort of all parties
concerned the best possible solu-
tion to the current problem will
be evolved. It appears prudent
in the future for each of us, .no.
matter how strong our feelings
or in which direction they may
be inclined, to give thought to
the type of action which will best
serve the ends we desire to
achieve.

I have spent must of my life
as a social scientist studying
human behavior and community
processes. How does it

look under the social scientist'smicroscope

In a place and at a time when
tangible progress is being made
in leveling many of the unequal
places in democracy, I believe
the common cause of better race
relations has been set back by
the events of the week. Rumors
of all sorts are rife on our

campus and in the community.
The tensions that have been

generated now threaten the good
i relations that have existed
between segments of our
population. The good will of substantial
!elements in the community has
been jeopardized to the cause of
improving race relations.

Greensboro and the state, while his-
torically and distinctively differ-
ent from some parts of the
South, have suffered widespread
Adverse publicity. All • •of this
might have been avoided had
negotiation been attempted in the
first place,

Student Responsibilities
And note, what are your re-

sponsibilities as students of the
Woman's College in a contro-
versy such as this? .

First, it should be clear that
in this college there should never
be any effort to tell you what
stand you should take on con-
troversial issues or how you
should assert your inalienable
rights as individuals and as citi-
zens. Student compliance with
the law, prescription of social
and moral behavior, and the
physical safety of students are
matters under the control of the
Student Government Association
and the college administration.
Concern for physical safety would
have led us to action last Satur-
day had any of our students
been then active in the demon-
stration.

But your responsibility as stu-
dents of Woman's College goes
beyond personal considerations.
Your class jacket is a symbol of
the college. On and off the
campus you represent this insti-
tution. Your actions bring credit
or Oft, college.
are, not living  in a social vacuum
unencumbered by duties and
responsibilities. The results of your,
actions may affect many other'
in a kind of chain reaction as,
has been painfully demonstrated'
last week.

There is no blinking the fact,

!that participation in this
demonstration by several of our stu
dents, no matter how high their
motives, definitely resulted in in-'
creasing the inflammatory qual-
ity of the situation. In a state
proud of its tradition of lawful
action and far-sighted legislation,
it is tragic to move toward open
hostility, hatred and conflict as
a way of resolving difficult
points at issue. Participation by
only a handful of our 2,400 stu-
dents did something to change
the character of the situation, at
least in the view of a rather

Marge segment of the public,
Search For Guide Lines

Arid so, you see, your every
action as an individual must be'

.considered in a social and insti-
tutional context. You must each
search out in advance the •series
of unanticipated consequence of,
any action which you may

contemplate. Somewhere between,
putty-like conformity on the one'
hand and irresponsible, martyr-
like revolutionary action on the i

,other, each individual must find ;
!for himself or herself the best,'
,way of meeting any controversial
situation. This search for

intellectual, moral andsocial guide
-line's is not easy. But this is
what  you as students and we as
faculty are about in our

common search for a liberal
education . Now, as well as after you r
leave college, you have the

responsibility of finding your place
in the life of the community. 

I
I strongly urge each of you

to weigh carefully the probable
consequences to yourself, to the
college and to the community

of  any action that you may con-
template. More specifically, I ad-;

each of you to refrain from

any public demons' ration in
connection with the issue now
before the community or any
similar issue which may arise in the',
future. It is duly in an
atmosphere free from pressure and:
emotionalism that a:fair and just'
solution may be found,
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