* There is great: danger that the so=
called passive resistance of Negro lunch
counter demonstrators will lead to" active
“violence. Apd the danger —is steadily

“mounting. as the demonstrations spread
“over the South, with their sympathetic
oifshncts in other pazts of the country.
. With a f_e_exmp_tmns._tbc_dsmonstra_
,tmns:have been met with nothing more
salutary than police action. . Someg' 500
Negroes were arrested ‘Titesday "in ‘mass

facxlmerbegan several Weeks ago.
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“Police action Has alled to stop, qr-even
s]ow, thc« Junch " cqu nter ‘movement. In
fact, “the "eg,t_atmn is. spreading almost\

—and_there is‘seemingly no” intling="
tan of Negro.leadership~to: relent in.ifs
“ protests: against_ segregated  lunch eouin-—
fers. ~In-Atlanta, the demonsirations; des-
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tinue ‘despite police and court actlon
rgmnst demotistrators,—— = T
_This cannot continyé indefinitely With-
“out-somebody—getting—hurt, if et killed
- As._a matter of fadt, -ther¢ have heen
instances of bodily injury, mostly minor.
Quick - police action hag undotbtedly
prevented other and more serious outs’
-breaks “of violence. -As the..demonstra=.
“tions”spread- and feélings aré hexghtene& 7
law ,enforcement officers Will find it in-
creasingly difficult to keep things from
getting out of hand,
Greensboro, where the . lunch counter
movemem began; is still in ‘a state of

Mayor Geoi‘ge H. Roach solicits and
weighs community séfitiment on the sub-
ject. The appointment of the committee
implied a serious purpose and--intent
to-face up to a complex and vexatious
issue. It certainly carried no inference
of official or civic belief that the prob-
lem would go away if it were ignored.
© While those of us who live in . the
‘South" are more immediately involved
in the situation than -anyone else; we
can hardly ignore the far-reaching im-
“plications of what we do about the situa-
tign, Whether we like it or not, the
fact is that the South has become a
s}mwcase of-race relations.  We cannot
isolate our problem or problems from
the mainstream of human - affairs —in
_which the currents of minority unrest

are moving mxghtxly—and ommously.
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