Sit-In Demonsfﬁtlons
Could Sway Senate Vote

. BYWILLIAM S. WHITE__._..
~WASHINGTON—What is real is far differ-
ent from what is apparent: in the Senate's
long-struggle over civil rights,
- The appearance ig-that practically all the -
Southerners have been massed like—des-—
perate men on a bitter barricade against any
additional protection whatever to Negro vot-
ing in the South,

~The-reality-is-that-net- aodezeu—mdeed—notfu
mre—than—etghqreiﬂ—fare—actually 50
massed, in their hearts,
—The- appeafaneeﬂﬁhat “a furious and vio-—
Jent {ilibuster—a- maneuver--for, time-killing, "
to prevent any vote at all—is in sight, The
reality is that no such all-out thing is, under
present condxtions even possible. It takes at
least 20 ‘senators to put on an unbreakable
filibuster, No such force exists, at present.
The appearancé is that the- l;;pamsan “clvil
rights forces are now strong enough to sweep_
far past the matter of voting rights It. would
'seem“that"'ﬂxe“ﬂenate has- -both —the - power—
and the determination to . go much - beyond
voting ‘rights and S0 also to- prcwidr W@FF

orders
Again, the reality is qurte—otherwnse The
_Senate will_not go that far—again, not under .
all present circumstances. .
" 'Bill On Voting Likely

given no grave worgening §
mosphere that bill at length is geing to pass
by perhaps seéven to one. The size of the
ultimate majority.is-.of the_highest-impor=.
tance; the bigger it is the better it will ‘be
for all. really concerned for-Negro suffrage.

“Two things, however, could greatly change
this outlook, -one -way-or-the. other;~— «— —

1. Any “dFamatic proof of ‘the charge of
Senator Richard B, Russell of Georgia that
‘Northern-politiciansare deliberately inciting-
Negro sit-down demonstrations-in segregated
business place s_in _the "South, This - could
han _one_sidé, T could"
!orce the modemte Southern senators—who
nowactually—welimutnumber—thosrrefusing
to give any ground at all on civil rights—to.
join their.more extreme colleagues. - If" this
hould hamn, all bets would be off. It would
; ilibus nd_all filibusters. =




..2.-Any-widespread- violénce— resu!tmg from-
such-demonstrations, if it seemed to produce
law-enforcement..unfairness toward..the Ne-_.
groes, could alter everything on the other
side. This could create a“situation .in which
‘the Northern moderates would be pushed
awwmmenr -present...position,—.They..
would be forced by emotional pressure to
join the Northern immoderates. And, again
—-alt-bets-would-be off.. As of now, the North-
.ern immoderates, like the Southern immod-
erates, are only a relative handful, B
~ The long- and short of it is simply this:
those in the North who really: wish to make
progress; -but-rational progress, on race re--
_lations art under heavy obhgatlon not to
help mflame the Somhs troubles at thxs
“point. T % -

- -Those - in - the Sonthnwho'really wish -to -
help solve..this. problem . in_an-orderly_and..
_reasonable way .are ‘under heavy obligation
to avoid extremisin on their own side. If
they,say,,"no", to -every -reform.in voting,
“the Senate in anger and -emotionalism may
"then go very far indeed. And if the North-
ernérs prass the South. harshly and: pitilessly ;
_at this; point the- hard:core Southern opposl-,
tiop, which now 13 so-small, could be ‘ex:
—panded--and: infmtteiy:hmegn}ghw
Rarely has a_greater “obligatien, lain upon
valt-men-to- act“responsxbly‘—PohtiCs“ ispoti=

tics, to be sire, All the same, the best o!
the__politicians. themselveg: will. récognize Ip-
“thi§_situation_an_imperative duty. to 'their
country as®s_whole, -And the- fair ‘discharge
“of that duty will, i Eheemt ’bé‘the best pblh
“tics-of-alt; T ] T
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