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RICHMOND, Va., Feb,  25 (AP) —
Tougher anti-trespass haws-aimed
at curbing the recent outbreak of
Negro sitdowns in white restau-
rants and other places of bust-
ness, went into effect in Virginia
today.

Gov. J, Lindsy Almond Jr.
signed three bills rushed through
the Legislature as Negroes con-
tinued picketing a large down-
town department store, scene of
a recent sitdown. Negro leaders
said they intended to expand their
picketing activities and h a d
pledges of support from 2,000
members of their race.

The new laws were passed in
an atmosphere of extra security
at the capitol, where uniformed
state police augmented the nor-
mal capitol police force in a
watch for any Negro demonstra-
tion.

Protect Rights
Sen. Fred Bateman of Newport

News, who handled the bills for
the administration, said the strict-
er laws weren't designed to imply
that the state would seek to en-
force segregation in the stores
and eating places. Rather, he
said, they would protect the'
rights of the private property
owner to conduct his business as
he might legally choose. He said
the property owner could serve
either or both races segregated
or integrated as he saw fit.

The new bills provide maximum
penalties of ja year in jail, a $1,000
fine or both fof trespass, encour-
aging others to trespass, or con-
spiring, With others to trespass
after having been properly 'for-
bidden to do so.

At Chattanooga, Tenn., where
fire hoses and the threat of police
billy clubs were needed to subdue
throngs of angry whiles and Ne-
groes Wednesday, the police force
was IOIstered to suppress any
further mass racial demonstra-
tions. Civil defense officers and
firemen were pressed into serv-
ice.

Members of Negro picketing
groups have concentrated their
effdrts on Thalhimer's, one of
Richmond's largest stores.
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