
Public Pulse
What "Achievement"?
Editor of the Daily News:

In response to Mr. Carter's
attack (Public Pulse, Feb. 9) on
the position of the A. and T. and
Bennett College students and the
white supporters from Woman's
College, we offer the following
exposition, untainted, we hope,
by the Southern aristocratic
idealism reflected in his opinions.

Mr. Carter's first point, that
the Negro is "forcing himself on
the white man," seems, to us,
if not erroneous in theory, at
least a logical outcome of many
generations of inhibitions of the
Negroes' rights as American cit-
izens. Neither can we agree with
the second point on "outsiders,"
in view of the fact that any col-
lege- students inVOIVid are, by
right of teittPorary residence, cit-
izens , of this community: and we
should be glad that there are
still people who uphold idealistic
a n d humanitarian principlett
enough to take a positive -stand
in situations which they feel are
injurious to the democratic way.
Were we to concede, even that
the white students Involved are
outsiders to the community, this
would not preclude their being
outsiders to the problem at issue.

It should be remembered that
Miss Dearsley isnotonly a mem-
ber of the British Commonwealth,
but an individual; and should not
be personally accused of the ac-
tions of her state.

Mr. Carter seems to be set-
ting up the Southern white as an
ideal. Where value judgments are
concerned, , he brings fact judg-
ments to hear, imnlying that the
situation in the South is static
and that Southern 'standards and
customs are so right and Rood
that they should , not be destroyed.

Socio-economic brackets in the
white population are lust as di-
verse as the socio-economic
bracliets in the Negro population.

One never notices, however,
overt public discrimination
against the lower class whites,
but anyone whose skin is dark,
regardless of socio-economic po-
sition, is discriminated against
in public places. Serving Negroes
standing up but not sitting down
seems, to us, to be a petty point.

Mr. Carter's statement as to
the "diminishing of racial dis-
tinctions" as soon as the Negro
has attained the "socio-economic,,
level of the Southern white citiV-
zen" seems quite invalid, since
in Greensboro we are privileged
to have among our Negro Popu-
lation perhaps more than the
usual number of Negroes who
have attained this arbitrary level
of the Southern white—namely,
the students in question—and they'
are still being 4iserimlnatftt4
against' with no indication of a
letup in sight.

"Social status and likewise ac-
, ceptance are only gained through
achievement" Being in ignorance
of Mr. Carter's definition of
achievement, we cationly assert
that, in our opinion. no mom
positive steps toward "achieve-
ment" can be made beyond the
possibilities that education offers
these young people.

TWO STUDENTS—WHITE
Greensboro.
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