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625 West Jones Street * Raleigh, North Carolina 27603 ¢ (919) 832-7000 ¢ Fax (919) 832-8140
www.searsdesigngroup.com ¢ searsdesign@bellsouth.net

January 21, 2010

Commissioner George Lucier

Vice Chair, Chatham County Board of Commissioners

P.O. Box 1809

Pittsboro North Carolina 27312 Re: Fearrington — The Knolls

Dear Commissioner Lucier:

We wish to share this information with you in case the history of the change to the
Knolls Preliminary Plan was not fully explained.

After Preliminary Approval when the road centerlines and clearing and sediment
basins were flagged, R.B. Fitch walked the site and due to the topo in some areas and
the amount of clearing for the dwellings and the sediment basins, he proposed making
adjustments including eliminating the center islands in the road, making the homes
single-family (in lieu of townhouses), pulling the homes closer to the road, clearing
only for the roads and utilities for now and in the future clearing only for each
individual home when it is sold. Mr. Fitch was able to reduce the clearing and grading
disturbance by 50%. The plan was also reduced to 28 dwellings. All utilities could
remain as permitted.

We took the plan to Planning and went over it with Keith and Lynn. They reviewed it
and said it met the intent of the existing Preliminary Plat Approval since the homes
were basically in the same locations but on individual lots. We were told that it would
not be necessary to re-apply, just to meet with Jim Willis for a review and to then
submit a new erosion control plan to him. That’s what we did. A new permit was
issued and construction proceeded.

The project required only half the clearing and grading of the original plan and the size
and quantity of sediment basins was reduced, per the new approved sediment plan.
The Knolls plan is now much more environmentally sensitive than the original plan.
Attached find .pdfs of the plans. Plan 1 is original Approved Preliminary Plat, Plan 2 is
the Revised Plat, Plan 3 is the Final Plat.

We ask that you support approval of the Final Plat. Thank you.

SEARS DESIGN GROUP, P.A.

Dan C.L. Sears, ASLA

Cc: Jason Sullivan Commissioner Sally Kost, Chair Commissioner Tom Vanderbeck

Lynn Richardson Commissioner Mike Cross Jim Hinkley, Planning Board
R.B. Fitch Commissioner Carl Thompson
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