
Chatham County Planning Board Agenda Notes 

November 3, 2008                                                                                          Attachment #2 

 

                                          PLANNING & ZONING REVIEW NOTES 

V. A. 

 

SUBJECT:                      Request by James E. Dixon for a one-year extension of 

                                         preliminary plat approval for Fieldstone Subdivision to extend 

                                         final plat submittal deadline from April 15, 2009 to April 15, 

                                         2010. 

 

ACTION REQUESTED:  See Recommendation  

 

ATTACHMENTS:          1.  Request letter and maps showing proposed cul-de-sac 

                                                revisions from Mr. James E. Dixon, dated October 6, 

                                                2008. 

 

                                         2.  Letter from Ballentine Associates, P.A., dated October 7, 

                                                 2008. 

 

3. Fieldstone Time Line 

 

INTRODUCTION / BACKGROUND / PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS: 

Zoning:                      RA-40                                       Water system:  County 

Watershed District:   WSIV-PA                                  Septic:  Private / individual 

Within 100 year flood:  No 

 

September 17, 2007:   Approval by the Board of County Commissioners of sketch design 

of Fieldstone Subdivision consisting of 27 lots on 43 acres, located in Baldwin Township, 

off SR-1532, Mann’s Chapel Road. 

 

October 15, 2007:    Approval by the Board of County Commissioners of preliminary 

plat for Fieldstone Subdivision consisting of 27 lots on 43 acres.   

 

Due to the number of lots, this subdivision did not quality for a development schedule.   

 

ISSUES FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS:   The preliminary plat for 

Fieldstone is scheduled to expire April 15, 2009 (18 months after preliminary plat 

approval).   The owner / developer, James E. Dixon, is requesting a one (1) year 

extension of preliminary plat expiration to extend the deadline from April 15, 2009 to 

April 15, 2010.  Section 4.2 (C) (4) of the Subdivision Regulations states in part 

“Approval of a preliminary plat shall be valid for a period of eighteen (18) months 

following the date of preliminary approval by the Board of County Commissioners unless 

a request for an extension has been received and approved by the Board of County 

Commissioners prior to the expiration of preliminary approval.”  Item (5) states “If the 

developer is unable to complete the improvements required for final approval within the 

specified time, he may present in writing to the Planning Board a request for an extension 

of time setting forth the reasons for the extension.  The developer shall submit his request 

at two regularly scheduled Planning Board meetings prior to the date preliminary 

approval expires and not less than thirty (30) days prior to the expiration of preliminary 

approval.  In the event such an extension is recommended by the Commissioners, the 

Board of Commissioners shall state the time limit of the extension which shall be 

recorded in the minutes of the Board of Commissioners.” 
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Re:  Fieldstone Subdivision 

ISSUES FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS 
 

Per Mr. Dixon and George Retschle, P. E., Vice President, Ballentine Associates, P. A., 

(attachments 1 & 2) installation of the infrastructure, i.e. water and public roadway, has 

not commenced due to discovery of extensive rock on the property and necessary 

investigation into the extent of rock out cropping.  Mr. Dixon has provided a time line of 

progress to date, attachment # 3.  The locations of the rock may require redesign and 

shortening of two cul-de-sacs along with slight redesign of lot lines and / or may require 

extensive blasting. Mr. Dixon hopes to avoid blasting and inconvenience to his neighbors 

by redesign of the cul-de-sacs. Pictures of the rock, provided by the applicant, are 

available on the Planning Department website at www.chathamnc.org , Department and 

Programs, Planning, Rezoning and Subdivision Cases, Fieldstone, Extension.   In order to 

complete the required rock excavation, redesign the cul-de-sacs, submit revised drawings 

to NCDOT and Chatham County Public Works, etc., Mr. Dixon is requesting a one year 

extension.  The request seems reasonable. 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  The Planning Department recommends granting a one year 

extension of preliminary plat approval to extend the expiration date from April 15, 2009 

to April 15, 2010. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


